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Lesson for March 19 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—The Faith That Sustained the 
Church. Acts 21:7 to 26:32; Romans 5:1-8; 
Hebrews 12:1-3; 1 John 1. 
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Evening Shadows 
By H. Cockrell 


HE evening shadows lengthen, 
Creation’s murmurings cease, 
And to my heart there comes a hush 
Of peace — deep peace. 
Then, in the solemn quietness, 
I inwardly can hear 
The voice that once in Eden spoke 
In accents clear. 


No longer need He question, 
“Where art thou?” —for my heart 
Now yearns that He may dwell with me, 
And ne’er depart. 


The evening shadows lengthen; 
Communing, I find rest; 

The darkness holds no terrors in 
His presence blest. 


" 
Relieving the Sting of Unkindness 


Unkindness varies in intensity from 
the thoughtless word to downright in- 
justice. A sensitive person can suffer 
a much from words that hurt as a 
thick-skinned person from real wrong. 
Unkindness is something like the sting 
of a wasp: the first impact, which seems 
to inject liquid fire, shocks, startles, and 
galvanizes one into action; and then the 
poison burns for a long time. One homely 
Temedy that helps is just cold, wet mud; 


but there are more modern, scientific, 
medical ointments that will alleviate the 
pain. What are some of the practical 
things that we can do in the face of 
unkindness and injustice? (1) We can 
remember that the * person who has 
spoken unkindly to us probably does not 
know the worst about us, and therefore 
has not said the worst that could be 
said; (2) we have at times been unkind 
to others, and therefore should not be 
too much shocked when we are treated 
unkindly; (3) there may be a lot of 
truth in what was said, therefore we 
should learn a lesson from it and realize 
that much of the smart comes from our 
own pride; (4) if there is no truth in it, 
we should “consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds” (Heb. 12:3); (5) we have 
never yet suffered all the shame and 
ignominy that. all our sins would bring 
upon us in this life if they were all 
laid open before the eyes of our friends 
and enemies, and therefore we can be 


“~ 


thankful that so small a part is known; 
(6) we should remember that “he hath 
not dealt with us after our sins; nor 
rewarded us according to our iniquities” 
(Psa. 103:10); (7) we should remember 
that the Lord Jesus, “when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again” (1 Pet. 2:23), 
though there was never any truth or 
justice in any criticism of Him; and 
“when he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously” (v. 23). Since 
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example,” we “should follow his 
steps” (v. 21). We cannot, in our own 
strength, control the shock that comes 
from the sting of unkindness or injus- 
tice, or regulate the impulsive actions 
that may follow and cause great harm. 
But in this as in all other trials each 
believer may hear the Lord Jesus say, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” 
(2 Cor. 12:9); and he can say with Paul, 
“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 


“% 


|. What Is True Prayer? 


This is the first of six editorials by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, Director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, condensed from a series entitled 
“The Academy of Prayer” given over radio station WMBI, Chicago. 


pathway of the greatest mortal 
miseries. Not only is salvation lost 
to sinners who do not call upon the 
name of the Lord, but the chief bless- 
ings of the Christian life are lost to 
Christians who do not pray. 
Prayerlessness ruins the minister, 
wrecks his work, scatters his flock, 
brings down God’s wrath upon the world 
left in sin, and upon the families in the 
circle of the professed friends of God. 
Daniel’s heart was mightily torn by the 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“But he, being full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God” (Acts 7:55). 
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fact that the exiles in Babylon, notwith- 
standing the evils which had befallen 
them, “made .. . not. . . prayer be- 
fore the Lord” (Dan. 9:13). 

Hosea likewise complains that the 
judges of Israel were devoured by the 
people, and that their kings had fallen 
because there were none among them 
that called on the name of the Lord 
(Hos, 7:7). And Zephaniah reminds Is- 
rael that their backsliding into terrible 
evils and judgments was chiefly due to 
neglect of seeking God and inquiring of 
Him (Zeph, 1:6). It is well, therefore, 
that the ministry and officership and 
membership of our churches consider 
the paramount business of waiting upon 
God. 

Prayer must be of far greater impor- 
tance than any of us have ever con- 
ceived it to be when God originated it, 
Christ offers it, and the Spirit inspires 
it.. It. must be more needful to us all 
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than we have ever discovered, since 
God bows down His ear to hear it, when 
Christ ever liveth to make intercession 
for us, and the Holy Spirit prays “with 
groanings which cannot be _ uttered” 
(Rom. 8:26). 

Let us humble ourselves under the 
mighty hand of God and begin, late as 
it is with many of us, in our Lord’s 
Academy of Prayer, and let our first 
lesson be on definitions of prayer. 

Prayer is so simple a child can offer 
it and obtain answers from God, and it 
is so sublime that the wisest philosopher 
cannot fully grasp its import and mea- 
sure its influence. Fortunately, we do 
not need to understand all about prayer, 
before we call upon God. As children 
begin with what they know and add to 
their store of knowledge, so we, too, can 
start where we are and go on in grace 
and supplication. 

Prayer is more a matter of h-e-a-r-t 
than a-r-t. An illiterate seeking the 
Lord with all his heart can pray as ef- 
fectively as the most astute theologian. 

Let us learn all we can about prayer. 
The Bible is the best dictionary on 
prayer. It is also the best commentary, 
and the best book of examples and illus- 
trations. Divine prayer books of the 
Bible like Job, Psalms, the Epistles, and 
the Book of Revelation are our text- 
books. Job tells us much about prayer. 
He accomplished much by prayer. “The 
Lord turned the captivity of Job, when 
he prayed for his friends.” His prayers 
bring us into the very presence of God. 
In Job, prayer is defined as seeking unto 
God betimes and making supplication 
unto him (Job 8:5). Calling upon God 
and getting an answer (Job 12:4). And 
Job speaks of prayer as “the cry of the 
poor” (Job 34:28). 

An infant’s first speech is a cry. How 
welcome it is to listening ears! The 
Heavenly Father longs to hear His chil- 
dren’s voices. And each believer should 
say to the Lord, “My voice shalt thou 
hear in the morning, O Lord; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up” (Psa. 5:3). 

If half the breath thus vainly 

To Heav'n in supplication sent, 

Your cheerful song would oft’ner be, 

“Hear what the Lord has done for me !” 

—William Cowper. 

Let us learn to cry unto God, “unto 
God that performeth all things for me” 
(Psa, 57:2). The Psalms also define 
prayer. The meaning of prayer to David 
is expressed in a variety of ways. He 
calls his “words” (of prayer) a “medita- 
tion” (Psa. 5:1). They are thoughtful, 
heartfelt words. The words may express 
many emotions. Like David, we may 
tell the Lord everything that exercises 
our hearts. In fact, he urges us in one 
Psalm to “pour out your heart before 
him: God is a refuge for us” (Psa, 62:8). 

Tell Him all that vexes you, 

And what doth you annoy. 

Does God seem far from you? (Psa, 10: 
1.) Tell the Lord so. Do the wicked 


spent, 
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Report it to Him. Do you 
Confess it as fully as you 


oppress vou? 
feel fearful? 
will. 

To Him refer each rising grief, 

Each new perplexity. 

You may say, “Help, Lord!” and find 
His ear open to the voice of your cry. 

But prayer is also waiting upon God. 
“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for 
my expectation is from him” (Psa. 62: 
5). Waiting is a very important part of 
prayer. When our help can come only 
from one person, and our need of His 
skillful aid is absolutely requisite, and 
His office is full of similarly anxious 
people, then patient waiting for atten- 
tion is in order. God asks us to wait 
for Him. He will: not fail us. He will 
not be tardy. Delays are not denials. 
“Wait only upon God!” Wait you will, 
and must if your expectation is from 
Him. Remember the Syrophoenician 
woman who waited for the Lord to have 
mercy on her daughter vexed with a 
devil. That wait did her great good, 
and ended in a shouting mercy. Wait- 
ing on God is an important part of 
prayer. 

Prayer to David was also- confession. 
In Psalms 26, 32, 51, and 69 we have con- 
fessions of sins, follies, and infirmities. 
David was a great confessor. And we 
may learn from him what and how to 
tell God about our sinfulness, follies, 
and weaknesses. 

In the Psalms prayer is also the sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving. The great Hallels, 
or Psalms of Hallelujah are wonderful 
meditations. Offer unto God thanks; 
magnify Him with thanksgiving; enter 
into His gates with gratitude; offer the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 
is the savor of all our offerings of prayer 
and intercession. “Come before his 
presence with thanksgiving” (Psa. 95:2). 

A thankful heart will please Him more, 

Than favorite forms of speech. 

Petitions are also mentioned by the 
Psalmist as a great part of prayer. “The 
Lord fulfil all thy petitions” (Psa. 20: 
5). These petitions cover everything 
pertaining to life and godliness. 

Let wants and wishes be made known, 

To God who sitteth on the throne: 

He bends His ear to hear the cry 

Of all who over’sin do sigh. 

Other definitions of prayer in the 

(Continued on page 197) 





Coming Next Week 


EXT week, Dr. Soltau con- 

tinues his Bible studies on 
“Christ in the Midst,” with the 
third article in the series; and Mr, 
Jaeger continues the story of his 
visit to the Mexican Indian Mis- 
sion. This issue will also carry the 
TimMEs monthly feature, “A Survey 
of Religious Life and Thought,” 
written by Ernest Gordon. 

















March 4, 1959 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Problem of Predestination 


THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs has been 
coming to me for over one year noy, 
and I find that I cannot do without it 
It is the best help that I have 
able to find on the Sunday school les. 
sons, and all the other articles ap 
excellent. I read the “Notes on Open 
Letters” and benefit from them greatly 

I have a class of adult men whic 
meets each Sunday evening for thirty 
minutes before the preaching service, 
We have been studying Paul’s Lette 
to the Romans, and when we came tp 
the eighth chapter, geodon arose 
over verses 29 and 30. I have had 
courses in theology, and have read 
many sources on these verses, includ. 
ing commentaries and verse-by-verse 
interpretations of Romans, but have 
not been able to come to a definite 
conclusion as to the exact meaning of 
the verses, 


Many people say that it means that 
God ordains some people to Heaven 
and some to hell. I have not been able 
to harmonize that teaching with the 
Scripture which tells us that “the Lord 
is .. . not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).—A Georgia 
reader, 

The perplexing problem of the soy- 
ereignty of God and the free will of man 
has been wrestled with for centuries by 
the best theologians, but no solution has 
ever been reached that will satisfy every 
thoughtful Christian. It is not likely 
that we shall fully understand the rela- 
tion of one to the other until we reach 
Heaven. Referring to “what is com- 
monly, though not very accurately, 
called the Calvinistic controversy,” in 
his biography of Charles Simeon, Bishop 
Handley C. G. Moule wrote: “My own 
convictions are more with Whitefield 
and Venn than with their great antag- 
onists, who were also to the last their 
friends. But who that has ever rever- 
ently looked, I will not say into, but 
upon, the supreme mysteries involved in 
such a debate, does not soon arrive at 
the point of silence? And who that 
really seeks to throw upon these enigmas 
the light of Scripture, does not feel that 
Scripture itself, while assuredly it in- 
dicates a system, refuses to elaborate 
one, or to authorize man to elaborate 
one by deduction into details? The Auv- 
gustinian, taught in the school of the 
soul, feels that his assertion of the sov- 
ereignty of grace is important in practice 
because it assigns to the divine mercy 
the whole praise of every salvation.” 

We must always be careful not to infer 
from any passage of Scripture what is 
not clearly there. Romans 8:29, 30 says 
nothing about damnation; therefore we 
should not read it into that passage. 

Bishop Handley Moule’s commentary 
on “The Epistle to the Romans,” in the 
set of volumes known as “The Cail- 
bridge Bible,” is very helpful, and from 
it the following quotations on the pa 
gage in question are taken: 


(Continued on page 195) 
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|. The Mexican Indian Mission at Work Among the Indians 


A visit to the field occupied for God fifty years ago 
by Dr. James E. Dale 


vember 6, 1949, following a morning 

worship service, I accompanied Dr. 
James G. Dale, the director of the Mex- 
jean Indian Mission, down to the men’s 
dormitory at Tamazunchale. There we 
found the men of the Bible school and 
the workers from the field enjoying a 
good Indian meal. After a few words 
@f greeting, we left the group and stood 
gutside looking across the valley at the 
beautiful green mountains. We were 
up on the hill about seventy feet from 
the great International Highway that 
mins right by the property of the Mission. 
The day will come when it will be pos- 
gible to drive along this highway from 
laredo, Tex., to Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tna. Dr. Dale pointed out that it had 
not been so in 1931, when the late L. L. 
legters and he had ridden across these 
yery mountains to visit the Aztec In- 
dans about Tamazunchale. On one of 
those memorable days Mr. Legters and 
Dr. Dale climbed the hill we were stand- 
ing on and got down on their knees, 
daiming it as a future site for a mission 
home and training school. This was 
faith indeed, but it was born of the Holy 
Spirit, as was to be made so apparent 
ashort time thereafter, because funds 
were made available which enabled Dr. 
Dale to purchase the property. This 
was faith indeed for another reason, 
for he had already passed his sixtieth 
birthday and had spent more than thirty 
years as a missionary to the Spanish- 
Seaking people of Mexico. 


[server 6 108 after dinner on No- 


The Sick and Suffering 
Now, to embark on a new venture was 
pitting God to the test. Dr. Dale was 
not alone in all of this because his be- 
loved wife, Katherine Nee] Dale, be- 
tame co-founder of the Mission and 
threw herself into the work. Being an 
#tomplished physician and surgeon, she 
Was able to do yeoman service in help- 
itg the sick and needy among this neg- 
Keted people. So many of the Indians 
@e sick. It brought much anguish to 
My own soul as I observed so frequently 
the dreaded tuberculosis at work among 
No wonder, because the great 
Majority are obliged to live in mud 
houses with no flooring and - without 
Mequate clothing to keep them warm 
inthe chilly mountain air which, during 
ie rainy season, becomes very damp 
aid depressing. So many of them are 
to go barefooted because of their 
poverty. Dr. Katherine Dale’s 
1 skill was used to the full, and 
tle days and nights were filled with 
as she brought relief to thou- 


ey 


Our nearest foreign mission field is 
Mexico, where there are fifty-four 
tribes of Indians besides thousands 
of Spanish-speaking people who have 
never heard the true Gospel. For 
half a century Dr. Dale, his own 
family, and co-workers who have 
joined him have there preached the 
Gospel and alleviated the physical 
suffering and poverty of the people 
with some medical care and educa- 
tion. Mr. Jaeger, who is Executive 
Vice-President of The Sunday School 
Times, is also the chairman of the 
American council of the Mexican In- 
dian Mission. He made his first visit 
to the field last autumn, and he has 
already described some of his experi- 
ences in two earlier articles (Feb. 
4 and 11). This is the first of three 
articles devoted especially to the 
work of the Mexican Indian Mission. 








sands, saving thousands of bodies from 
early graves, and making it possible for 
them to hear the good news of the Gos- 
pel and be saved. ; 

Then, too, there was Dr. Dale’s son, 
John T. Dale, thoroughly prepared for 
the ministry and willing to give his life 
in evangelizing the Indian tribes of 
Mexico. Being a good linguist, he can 
preach the Gospel in either Spanish or 
Aztec and has already translated the 
Gospel of John into the Aztec language. 

Well, here I was actually at the head- 





Dr. James G. Dale 


By HARRY J. JAEGER, Sr. 


quarters of the Mexican Indian Mission 
and sharing in the annual convention of 
missionaries, workers, delegates, and 
other local Christians who could come. 
Tom Fountain and I had gone at once 
to the church up on the hill, while Mrs. 
Fountain took care of their four little 
daughters in the motor court at the foot 
of the hill. We had all come in from 
Huauchinango, where Tom Fountain and 
his wife, Iona, carry on for the Mission 
with a marked degree of efficiency. It 
had been a most delightful day. We had 
started out before sunrise and traveled 
in Tom’s old car over mountains as high 
as between 10,000 and 11,000 feet along 
the great International Highway, and as 
beautiful as any I have ever seen. 


A meeting was in session and the 
church was packed. On the platform 
were about fifty girls from the Home, 


all dressed in blue jumpers and white 
blouses, making a very attractive sight, 
and singing lustily as Dr. James Dale 
himself led the singing with vigor and 
enthusiasm. There were thirty-four 
workers in from the villages and thirty- 
two men and women from the Bible 
school; all of the missionaries; seventy- 
eight delegates from the outlying con- 
gregations, and some townspeople of 
Tamazunchale in the congregation. It 
was my privilege to attend the best con- 
vention ever held by the Mexican Indian 
Mission from the standpoint of numbers 
and results. The conference leaders in- 
cluded the Rev. F. J. Huegel, author of 
“Bone of His Bone,” who was on the 
American Keswick platform last sum- 
mer; the Rev. E. J. Esponiza, director 
of the Bible Training School of Mexico 
City; the Rev. Ezequiel Alvirez of Mc- 


Allen, Tex.; the Rev. John Thomas, 
leader of the Keswick movement in 
Mexico;, the Rev. Arthur M. Phillips, 


director of the Child Evangelism Fel- 
lowship in Mexico: Miss Carmen Cortez, 
assistant to Mr. Phillips: and Mrs. Flena 
L. deBenito. Dr. Dale placed me on 
the program, and it was a joy to bring 
several messages to the conference. Six 
meetings were held each day during the 
week, and the results of the conference 
brought much rejoicing 


The Call for Full-Time Service 

In the closing meeting Dr. Dale had 
all the missionaries, evangelists, and 
Bible school men and women come to 
the platform. Then he challeuged the 
people, asking them whether the Holy 
Spirit had been speaking to some dur- 
ing these days as to their future interest 
in the things of Christ. He invited all 
those who believed God was calling them 
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into full-time service, perhaps to enter 
the Bible school and thus prepare them- 
selves as workers, to come to the 
platform .and join those already there. 
As nearly as I could tell, thirty-six came 
forward on this call. There may have 
been more, because they came from out- 
side the building, which was inadequate 
to accommodate all those attending the 
service. About 100 persons were stand- 
ing outside at the doorways and win- 
dows. Dr. Dale proceeded to give an- 
other invitation to those who would 
become daily witnesses to the saving 
power of God in their respective fields, 
whether it was out on the ranch, in the 
shop, in the village, in the home, or 
wherever they were. I tried to count 
this group as they came forward to join 
the others, and there seemed to be sixty- 
six more. This indeed was a great cli- 
max to the week’s labors. 

A special service had been held in the 


afternoon, celebrating Dr. Dale's fiftieth ' 


anniversary 0° service in Mexico. Many 
took part in this service. Mr. Espinoza 
was most emphatic. He thanked God 
for Dr. Dale and the work of the Mis- 
sion, and wanted me to be’ sure to tell 
the home Council and the Christians at 
home of the great love that all have for 
Dr. Dale, and to say that if two or three 
of his caliber and zeal had come to 
Mexico, the plight of Mexico’s Indians 
would have been altered considerably 
and many more would undoubtedly have 
been saved for time and eternity. 


The Demands on a Missionary’s Time 

While at Tamazunchale I lived in the 
Dale home up on the hill and saw at 
first-hand the busy life of the mission- 
ary. Somebody is always wishing to 
see one of them. The Christians will 
come in from neighboring congregations 
seeking advice or help with one prob- 
lem or another. Frequently it will be 
for medicine or assistance because of 
sickness. While Mrs. John Dale is not 
a registered nurse, she has practically all 
of the qualifications of one and renders 
assistance in these matters. She is in 
charge of the Katherine Neel Dale Me- 
morial Hostel in Tamazunchale, where 
fifty girls are housed and taught in the 
Word and in handiwork that will help 
them later in life to earn a living and 
earry on a household. One day we re- 
turned to the Home from a meeting and 
stopped at the dormitories, and Mrs. 
Dale discovered that three cases of 
chicken pox had broken out. Much 
prayer was made, asking God that it 
would not spread throughout the entire 
Home. At the time of my leaving it 
seemed as though God had answered our 
prayers, as there were no new cases de- 
veloping. - 

Immediately after the conference the 
annual meeting of the Mission on the 
field was convened, and it was a real 
joy to be with the members. In addi- 
tion to Dr. and Mrs. James G. Dale and 
Dr. and Mrs. John T. Dale, there were 
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Miss Bernice I. Ouren; Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas E. Fountain from Huauchinango 
in the State of Puebla; Miss Gene Baron 
from La Ceiba, Puebla; Mr. and Mrs. 
Loren D. Ediger, Miss Susanna Bergen, 
and Miss Hazel Eby from Zapotitlan de 
Mendez, Puebla, working among the 
Totonac tribe; Miss Lillie Timbers from 
Jaltocan in the State of Hidalgo; Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Morris Shirk and Miss Edith 
Van Reed from Tantoyuca in the State 
of Vera Cruz, working among the Huas- 
teca tribe. 


Significant Reports 


Each missionary gave a written report. 
All of these were most interesting and 
contained evidences of the working in 
their midst of the Holy Spirit. I cannot 
take the space to give these reports, but 
believe I should mention some of the 
details. The nurses, Misses Van Reed 
and Bergen, spoke of the opportunities 
for medical work, and this is very im- 
portant because it opens up whole new 
fields and villages. Patients come in 
from great distances begging for medi- 
cines and frequently there is none, be- 
cause insufficient funds had come in for 
medicine. The missionaries often spend 
their own personal funds, taken from 
their modest allowance, to buy neces- 
sary drugs. There is a definite need here 
and those interested in laboring together 
with God in prayer in these matters will 
do well to make this a real prayer bur- 
den. It was pointed out at the meeting 
that the unsanitary conditions were at 
the base of all of the sickness. While 
medicine will bring relief and cure, un- 
der proper sanitation care, it is neces- 
sary to continue aggressively a program 
of education among the people. Health 
films are shown where electricity is 
available, and records on which lectures 
are given are also used. I became con- 
vinced, just as I did when visiting mis- 
sion fields in Africa, that a wonderful 
entrance is secured for the Gospel 
through the medical work. 

Miss Eby gave a fine report and 
touched all our hearts as she related 
the deliverance from her recent illness 
when she thought for a time that per- 
haps she would never recover. Psalm 
121:8 was her strength and sustenance 
during those trying days. Like Paul she 
was willing to go and be with the Lord, 
but her work was so far from comple- 
tion that she prayed, if it was God’s 
will for her, she might recover and work 
for a time longer. The “time longer” 
impressed me deeply, and there was a 
hush in the meeting as we all listened, 
because we knew we were listening to 
one of God’s servants wholly surren- 
dered to Him. Even for a time, whether 
long or short, whatever pleased Him, 
was all that mattered. She had been 
doing a great work in Child Evangelism 
and, in the face of many difficulties as 
she labored among the Totonaco Indians, 
many children were being won for 
Christ. Miss Eby was rejoicing in im- 
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proved health and longing to get back 
to the town to work with the Ediger, 
and Miss Bergen. 

All reported the desire of the village 
congregations scattered throughout their 
territories to build their own churches 
and some plans were actually in the 
making, and one church was nearing 
completion. All of these assemblies, like 
the first century Christians, started oy 
meeting in houses. This is not always 
pleasing to local authorities, but the 
Mexican law permits such meetings just 
as long as the front door of the houg 
is shut. This makes it a private meet. 
ing and not a public one. It was rm 
ported that at one of these meetings the 
judge of the town came with his hench. 
man and broke up the service, ordering 
the people to go home and threatening 
the missionaries if they continued to 
preach this “devilish” religion to the 
people. One of the workers was ar. 
rested in his itinerant ministry and 
brought before this same judge and was 
fined, but refused to pay the fine. The 
judge ordered him put in prison. But 
when he said he was glad of this oppor- 
tunity to witness to the other prisoners 
the judge changed his mind and threat- 
ened him instead. The worker asked the 
judge why he had never attempted to ar- 
rest him when he was a disreputable 
drunkard of the village, but now, when 
he was making drunkards sober through 
the Gospel, it was thought advisable to 
punish him. This only incensed the 
judge the more, and he said some day 
the worker would lose his life. To which 
the worker replied that he would then 
be with the One whom he loved and 
served ! 


The Vision for the Future 

In every locality where the work is 
carried on there is much opposition. 
Sometimes it means the actual breaking 
up of a congregation from an assembled 
meeting, and the threatening of the life 
of the missionary and native helper. 
But God is overruling, and from all sec- 
tions of the field I heard encouraging 
reports. Both of the Dales clearly re- 
vealed to me, as I sat talking to them in 
the waning hours of the day prior te 
flying away to visit the work at Tanto- 
yuca, that their hopes were to have a 
missionary in every one of Mexico's 
fifty-four tribes — and may it please God 
to hasten the realization of this aim. 
Some may think that this is a duplication 
of the Wycliffe Translators, who are 
located in almost all of these tribes. 
The Wycliffe Translators, however, 4l- 
though they do have converts in the 
tribes, are especially concerned in trans- 
lating the Scriptures into the language 
of all the tribes. The annual meeting 
ended with some definite plans outlined 
for future days, and soon the mission- 
aries were on their way back to their 
respective fields. 

(To be continued) 
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ll. Jesus Christ in the Midst 


In the midst of sinners—the center of the Atonement 


N THE previous article, we thought 
| of Christ as in the midst, or at the 
center, of all true scholarship and 
knowledge, for He alone could say, “I 
am the ... truth.” You will remember 
that the scene that brought this truth 
to us was one near the beginning of our 
Lord’s earthly life when He was just 
twelve years of ase and was found “in 
the midst of the doctors” in Jerusalem. 

The scene that introduces us to the 
second this series of “Christ in the 
Midst” is a very different one and is 
found very near the end of Christ’s 
earthly life. It is recorded in John’s 
Gospel, and in verses 17 and 18 of chap- 
ter 19, which read as follows: “And he 
bearing his cross went forth into a place 
called the place of a skull, which is 
called in the Hebrew Golgotha: where 
they crucified him, and two other with 
him, o.. either side one, and Jesus in the 
midst.” Near the beginning of Christ’s 
earthly life, we find Him in the midst 
of the doctors, discussing the Law and 
the Prophets. At the end of His earthly 
life we find Him in the midst of thieves, 
hanging upon a cross between two of 
them hanging on their crosses. As in 
our mind’s eye we see Him—the Lord 
of Glory — hanging there, crucified “in 
the midst,” we look at Him in three dif- 
ferent aspects. 

I. IDENTIFIED WITH SINNERS 


In that scene, we see Him in the midst 
of and identified with sinners — identi- 
fied with the very ones whom He had 
come to save. It was in exact fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy made by Isaiah 
six hundred years before, that “he made 
his grave with the wicked.” Yes, it was 
between two robbers: and murderers 
that He, the spotless Son of God, was 
placed, and it was as one of them that 
He met His death, from the viewpoint 
of the curious onlookers. The Apostle 
Paul writes of this event, “Him, who 
knew no sin, he [God] made to be sin 
on our behalf” (2 Cor. 5:21), and, as 
He hung there, the curse and condem- 
nation of God upon all sin, the curse 
and condemnation that were due us, 
fell upon Him. In the blackness of that 
awful hour, when the sins of the world 
came between Him and the Father, 
amidst His awful loneliness, He cried 
out, “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” 


II. APART From SINNERS 


While in one sense He was identified 
With sinners, the central cross, upon 
Which. He hung, was also very much 
@part from the other two. It was dis- 
tinguished by two things that were ap- 
Parent even to the most casual passers- 
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by who were unconcerned as to the rea! 
person of the One who was hanging 
there. The first difference they could 
see was in the title plates which were 
fastened to the three crosses. On the 
plates nailed to the crosses of the two 
thieves were inscribed their names and 
the crimes for which they were meeting 
their just deserts. On His, however, was 
written, in obedience to the command of 
Pilate, the Roman governor, “Jesus of 
Nazareth the King of the Jews.” Jesus 
means Saviour; it was the name given 
to Him by His parents, Joseph and Mary, 
as they were instructed by the angel be- 
fore His birth, for “he shall save his 
people from their sins.” A Saviour be- 
tween two slayers!! Jesus—King of 
the Jews—a royal victim between two 
who were the slaves of sin, 

The startling difference revealed in the 
inscriptions nailed to the crosses was 
equally apparent in the actions and at- 
titudes of those who were hanging there, 
The Gospel records tell how the two 
thieves, following the example of the 
priests and scribes, even in their death 
agonies, hurled maledictions and curses 
upon the head of the sufferer in their 
midst. “He saved others; let him save 
himself.” “If thou be Christ, save thy- 
self and us.” These were the cries of 
men who had sunk to the very depths 
of sin and shame, and whose hearts were 
so filled with evil and so calloused by 
guilt that, even as death drew near, they 
had no thought of repentance or of sor- 
row for their misdeeds, 

In striking contrast to their cries of 
blasphemy and scorn was His silence. 
During the six long hours of His dying 
agony, only seven short sentences fell 
from His holy lips, words that have 
brought comfort and inspiration to mul- 
titudes ever since. When He did speak 
it was in prayer to His Father, “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” He prayed for the forgiveness 
of those who were guilty of bringing 
Him to His.death, for the forgiveness of 
those who, knowing in their hearts that 
He was absolutely innocent and that no 
sin had ever marred His spotless char- 
acter, were so imbued with murderous 
hatred that they did not hesitate to bribe 
false witnesses and to break their own 
laws of justice in order to fulfill their 
cruel and wicked plans. Knowing it all, 
He prayed in the hour of His agony that 
God in His infinite mercy and grace 
would pardon those wicked men for 
their greatest of all crimes, and would 
forgive the callous Roman soldiers who, 
in obedience to the orders they had re- 
ceived, drove the heavy iron spikes 
through His hands and feet and had 
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roughly pressed upon His brow the 
crown of thorns. 

Yes, having prayed for them, He 
granted pardon to the repentant thief; 
He comforted and provided for His 
mother, committing her to the care of 
John, the apostle of love; and finally 
triumphantly cried, “It is finished,” and 
committed Ilis spirit to His Father. The 
distincticn between the inscription on 
His cross and on those of the other two 
crosses together with the difference in 
His demeanor and that of the two 
thieves, was sufficient to make all real- 
ize that, though He was crucified “in the 
midst,” He was absolutely apart from 
the sinners with whom He was iden- 
tified. 


III. SEPARATING SINNERS 


Lastly, His cross in the midst separated 
the sinners by its position, in between 
the two other crosses, separated them 
physically, but, even more, truly it sep- 
arated them spiritually. At the begin- 
ning of the Crucifixion, from a spiritual 
standpoint, both thieves were on the 
same side, for both had committed un- 
speakably evil crimes and both were 
securing their just deserts. Later, how- 
ever, there were evidences of a tremen- 
dous change taking place in the heart 
of one of those men, for, as in his pain 
he had cursed and blasphemed, even to 
the point of heaping malediction upon 
the head of the silent sufferer “in the 
midst,” he had been strangely touched 
by the silence of Him, “who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously” (1 Pet. 2:23). Almost before 
he realized what he was saying, he re- 
buked his companion in crime for curs- 
ing the One who had done no sin, and 
then, turning to Christ Jesus, he 
pleaded, “Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” Immediately 
the answer was given, “To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.” 

From that moment the cross of Christ, 
in a very real way spiritually, was seen 
to stand between these two men. To be 
on one side of it was to remain unre- 
pentant, condemned in the sight of a 
holy and just God, to be doomed to a 
place of torment and death and above 
all, to be apart from Christ. To be on 
the other side was to be repentant and, 
because repentant, to be pardoned; to 
have all the guilt and the penalty of 
sin washed away and forever gone. It 
was to receive the promise of Paradise, 
which was gloriously fulfilled that very 
day and, in place of death and doom, 
life — life eternal. It was to be “with 
Christ” and with Him forever. Of the 
two thieves, one repented and was for- 
given and became the recipient of di- 
vine grace and of eternal life in the 
presence of the Lord of Glory. But, 
and here is the awfully tragic and 
solemn thing, only one repented, while 
the other refused the last opportunity 
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of grace and deliberately went to his 
eternal doom in defiant rejection and 
rebellion against God. 

That center cross today still divides 
all mankind, for wherever and whoever 
men are, they are all to be found on one 
side of that cross or on the other. There 
is no middle ground. If a man has not 
ta’en his place on the side with the re- 
pentant thief by making full confession 
of his sins and frank acknowledgment 
of his helplessness, if he has not turned 
to the Lord and fully cast himself in 
faith upon His divine mercy and grace, 
he must still be on the other side with 
the unrepentant thief, under just con- 
demnation and certain of his doom. 

In the cross of Christ as the center 
of Atonement, we see, first of all, sin 
revealed in all its blackness. In its 
essence it is rebellion against and hatred 
of God, so bitter that it pressed on until 
it put to death the only begotten Son of 
the eternal and almighty God Himself, 
and filled the hearts of those that per- 
petrated that deed so that they could 
stand around and gloat over the suffer- 
ings or the agony of the spotless Son 
of man, who came that they might have 
life, and might have it more abundantly. 

In that cross we also see sin judged 
in the sight of God, for Him who knew 
no sin, God made to be sin for us, and 
the curse that was due sinful man fell 
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upon Him with all its crushing weight, 
so that even He, the perfect Son of God, 
was forced to cry out, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” in the 
loneliness of His separation from the 
Father, with whom He had enjoyed eter- 
nal fellowship. 

In the cross also we see sin, not only 
revealed in all its blackness and judged 
in its wickedness, but conquered in spite 
of its power. For to the repentant thief, 
as his life was ebbing away, came the 
words of assurance and of life, “To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

I would ask of you, as you read this 
article, “On which side of the cross are 
you?” If, as yet, you have done nothing 
about it, make no mistake, you are on 
the wrong side. We all were there once, 
but thanks be to God, we who have seen 
the Lord Jesus Christ hanging there for 
us, through joyous acceptance of Him 
as our Saviour have suddenly found His 
cross standing between us and our sins 
and between us and our condemnation. 

Our Father and our God, we praise 
Thee for the cross of Thy Son, our 
Lord and Saviour, for by it, and by it 
alone, have we been reconciled to Thee 
and become the recipients of Thy grace. 
Teach us to enter in more fully to the 
meaning of it and thereby to live more 
to Thy praise. Amen. 


(To be continued) 


Some of the dividends from spreading the Gospel in Belgium 


HEN Gentil D: heard the Gospel 

and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour nearly thirty years ago, 
he did not know all the trouble that his 
decision was going to lead him into. 
He belonged to one of the good families 
in that cluster of houses out in the fields 
on the outskirts of O——. His people 
were well to do and were fiercely in- 
censed at the thought that their young- 
est son had become a heretic and was 
associating himself with people of “low 
degree.” 

At the outset, it was thought that 
cajolery would bring the boy back to 
saner thoughts and the bosom of the 
Roman Church. Cajoling proved of no 
avail. Then severe methods were used 
—scoldings, privation of luxuries. Very 
soon, seeing that Gentil did not return 
to the Roman Catholic Church, the boy 
was cruelly beaten. Father, mother, 
brothers, and sisters all shared in the 
task of letting the heretic feel that he 
could not with impunity ignore the coun- 
sels and warnings of his elders. One 
day he was dragged forcibly into the 
confessional, where the priest was wait- 
ing for him. All to no ayail, Gentil 
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had tasted that the Lord was good; he 
knew, through having experienced it, 
that the fellowship with Christ without 
the intermediary of a priest is a glori- 
cus reality and the privilege of every 
child of God. 

When all else had failed, the parents 
used their last weapon. They told Gen- 
til to leave the home and fend for him- 
self. Then followed years of real hard- 
ship, and the young Christian learned 
that the tribulation that the Lord men- 
tioned in John’ 16:33 is tragically real 
and sometimes hard to bear. 

Was there never a wavering? Prob- 
ably there was. Things did not become 
easier when he married a Christian girl. 
The break with his family was then 
complete. Later, however, the family 
relented somewhat and visits became 
again possible. 

Two years ago his wife died, his own 
family failed to appear at the funeral. 
Their hatred had not died down after a 
quarter of a century. Soon afterward 
his mother became very ill. She took 
to her bed which was to become her 
deathbed. Gentil went home to visit 
his mother and speak to her about her 
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soul. Her condition became very 

and soon it became clear that death wa, 
not far off. It was then that the miracle 
happened. The mother expressed her 
desire to have her son Gentil at he 
bedside during the nights. Her husbang 
and the other members of the family 
objected very strongly to a heretic rm. 
maining with the dying patient. The 
mother was adamant, she would have no 
one else by her side during the night, 

The Lord thus prepared the way for 
the son to speak to his mother about 
the most important problem in life: the 
salvation of her soul. The mother lis. 
tened attentively. 

Her own church, the religious obsery. 
ance of its rites, even the denial of her 
own son for the sake of the church, hag 
not brought her peace of heart or stillej 
her fears in the face of death. Night 
after night, when they were alone, Gen. 
til told his beloved mother of the Say. 
iour whom he had found more than 
sufficient in days of greatest need. The 
poor dying mother drank it all in with 
great avidity. Here were words that met 
her need. 

A few days before her decease she had 
found the life that has no end. Gone 
were darkness and fear. When the end 
came and the dear mother was too weak 
to resist, the priest administered the last 
rites. The burial service took place in 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

What did it matter? Let Rome have 
the dead body. The spirit was with 
the Lord. There was joy in Heaven for 
another soul that had joined the great 
throng of the redeemed. 

It has paid Gentil to be faithful. It 
has paid our brother Meersman to go 
to O—— and to start to preach the Gos- 
pel in that out-of-the-way place in 
Flanders. The converts have been few, 
but they have stood the terrible strain 
put upon them by the Roman Catholic 
Church. None of them have had to walk 
that deep road which the Lord laid out 
for Gentil, but all of them have known 
some suffering. 

Gentil has two sons; both are saved 
and desire to serve the Lord. When he 
told the story the other day to the 
writer, his face glowed with the radiance 
of heavenly joy. 

It pays to spread the Gospel in Bel- 
gium ! 

The Roman Catholic Church does not 
encourage the reading of the Bible in 
countries where her devotees are in the 
majority, She teaches that God speaks 
infallibly through her. A personal read- 
ing of the Word of God is therefore not 
a necessity and therefore not encour 
aged. Hence the terrible ignorance and 
darkness of the average Roman Catholie. 
Nothing but the Word of God is able t 
break these fetters. 

More than bread, Belgium needs the 
Bread of Life. 


BRUSSELS, BELGIUM, 
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Bringing Boys and Girls to Decision for Christ 
An annual evangelistic campaign sponsored by Sunday schoo! teachers 


SUCCESSFUL way of reaping had 
A long been a problem in our Sunday 
school. Our experience had been that 
of so many teachers. They have longed 
to see more decisions for Christ on the 
part of the children, and yet have felt 
a natural hesitancy in pressing for such 
lest they should be reaping unripe fruit. 
They have recognized that the Sunday 
school class primarily is not the place 
for reaping but for teaching the Word 
of truth, and yet they have not been 
satisfied to leave the work of reaping 
to others lest it should remain undone. 

It is always a joyous reward for any 
teacher when a child waits for a talk 
about his personal salvation, but we have 
found such occasions rare and often felt 
that many more could be induced to 
come out and take an open stand for 
Christ under the right kind of encour- 
agement. This was the problem that 
burdened a group of born-again teachers, 
drawn from different denominations, as 
they met to pray about finding some 
way of reaping for Jesus Christ the har- 
vest of young people entrusted to their 
care. As a result of that prayer and 
determined seeking for guidance from 
God, we were led by the Holy Spirit 
to a successful means of achieving the 
object we sought. 

First of all let me give you the back- 
ground against which we worked. This 
is important because, while our plan of 
tampaign might not work in places of 
different circumstances and conditions, 
it would, I believe, be equally successful 
in a similar setting under similar con- 
ditions. The background is a small in- 
land town of a population of about 3,000 
to 4000, with five churches which include 
three denominations. The churches are 
either Modernistic or Laodicean in fer- 
vor, without any clear-cut evangelical 
emphasis, but in the membership of each 
isa sprinkling of born-again Christians 
Who have availed themselves of the op- 
portunity to teach in their respective 
Sunday schools. It was these who got 
together to seek a plan of definite soul 
winning among the children of the town. 

The method we were led to adopt, 
afer definite prayer, was that.of an 
anual evangelistic campaign for chil- 

to be concentrated in one week 
and'to be undenominational in character. 
This was not to be in the usual form of 
éthildren’s mission, but after the nature 
ifthe C.S.S.M.1 beach campaigns, which 
me held each year during the holiday 
months at both large and small. seaside 
Morts in Great Britain. The children 
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were divided into two age groups, 
juniors up to 11 and seniors, 11 and over. 
The mornings were given to organized 
games (outdoor whenever possible) for 
the juniors, followed by their meeting 
in the afternoon. For the seniors we 
planned picnic excursions, treasure 
hunts, and mystery tours in the after- 
noons, with an evangelistic meeting in 
the evening. Sometimes the talks were 
illustrated by the flannelgraph method, 
but always they ended with a direct ap- 
peal for a personal acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. 

Easter was chosen as the best time of 
the year for such a campaign, because 
our temperamental Irish weather was 
more likely to be favorable, and also 
because the children here do not nor- 
mally go away from home for the Easter 
vacation as they do during the summer 
months, 

The choice of a leader and team was 
important, and in this we were fortunate 
to get an experienced C.S.S.M. evange- 
list. His team of five was drawn from 
C.S.S.M. workers at beach campaigns 
and were mostly university undergrad- 
uates. The teachers, who had done all 
the preliminary planning and prepara- 
tion, were quite happy to keep in the 
background and leave all the speaking 
to the visiting team. The visitors were 
entertained in the homes of Christians 
who had volunteered to give them hos- 
pitality, and thus the expenses of the 
mission were kept as low as possible. 

And what about the results? We 
found it well worth while. One does 
not readily forget the eager, intent faces 
in the light of a campfire or the reality 
of the sense of God’s presence as we sat 
around the flickering flames. Nor does 
one forget the readiness with which the 
children sought personal talks with the 
leaderg on their problems and which 
so often resulted in hearts and lives 
yielded to the Saviour. Some of those 
who had faithfully labored at the sow- 
ing. of the Word during the year saw as 
many as two-thirds of their classes come 
out openly and confess Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. 

Another valuable result of an annual 
campaign like this is that it provides a 
source of recruitment for the Sunday 
school classes. We were able to attract 
to the mission a great many children 
whose parents were not members of any 
church and who had consequently never 
been sent to Sunday school. A good 
proportion of these afterward became 
regular attenders at Sunday school, 

Our campaigns are never hurriedly ar- 
ranged. As soon as one is over, we meet 
together to pray and prepare for the 
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In this way we have found 


next one. 
ourselves drawn into a wonderful unity 
where denominational barriers are com- 
pletely broken down, and we are united 
in the twofold work of sowing and reap- 
ing together. 


BELFAST, IRELAND. 
‘ ) 
Journeying With the 195 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


XPERIENCED travelers agree tha 

the Inside Passage from Seattle t 
southeastern Alaska is one of the mosi 
beautiful waterways in the world. Ai 
every turn of your vessel, a new scenic 
delight meets the eye, until, long before 
the steamer turns homeward, you have 
exhausted every superlative in your vo- 
cabulary. At times the steamer will glide 
across wide stretches of sapphire blue 
water, dotted with wooded islands, any 
one of which would be a vacation para- 
dise. Then the ship threads its way 
through narrow channels between tower- 
ing mountains, and on either side one 
may glimpse tumbling waterfalls, lux- 
uriant vegetation, and often startled 
wild life, as the wash of the steamer 
sweeps the shore. 

It is small wonder that Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times readers who have joined the 
Christian Fellowship parties in other 
years never tire of telling friends and 
loved ones of the unforgettable experi- 
ences they have enjoyed as they jour- 
neyed, with Christian fellow travelers, 
to America’s “last frontier.” 

The itinerary for the 1950 Christian 
Fellowship Tour includes many attrac- 
tive features. The party will leave Chi- 
cago on the night of Monday, July 3, 
via the Northern Pacific Railway. At 
Billings, Montana, comfortable motor 
coaches will carry the group over the 
magnificent new Red Lodge High Road, 
through the Montana Rockies into the 
Sunlight Basin Country, which has 
sometimes been called “The Shangri-la 
of Wyoming,” a wild and beautiful prim- 
itive wilderness. Returning by way of 
Cody, Pullman coaches will again pick 
up the party, and the journey through 
the American Rockies will continue. 
After passing through Idaho and Wash- 
ington, Seattle will be reached Friday 
morning, July 7. 

While in Seattle, an overnight visit 
by motor coach to Paradise Inn-:and Mt. 
Rainier will be a part of the program. 
Then on Saturday night, July 8, the 
group will embark on a Puget Sound 
Navigation Company steamer for Vic- 
toria, B, C,, staying there until about 
1 p.m., on Monday. Vancouver, B. C., 
will be the next port of call, from which 
point the United Steamship Lines’ S.S. 
Chilcotin will carry the group on a ten- 
day cruise to Alaska, returning by way 
of the sheltered Inside Passage. 

The S.S. Chilcotin is modern, stream- 
lined, and completely air-conditioned 


(Continued on page 196) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. MARCH 19. THE FAITH THAT SUSTAINED THE CHURCH 


Acts 21:7 to 26:32; Rom. 5:1-8; Heb. 12:1-3; 1 John 1; printed text, Acts 26:19-23; Rom. 5:1-8; Heb. 12:1, 2 


Golden Text.—I know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which | have committed unto him 
against that day.—2 Tim. 1:12 


Kinc JaAMeEs VERSION 


Acts 26:19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision: 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, 
and throughout all the coasts of Judza, and then to the Gentiles, 
that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet 
for repentance. 

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and 
went about to kill me. ; 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this 
day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things 
than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that 
should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, 
and to the Gentiles. 

Rom. 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowihg 


4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God js 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us. 

6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradven- 
ture for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 


Heb. 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, 

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 

hational Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 
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that tribulation worketh patience; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
E faith that sustained the early 
church and which has been the 
basis of all effective testimony 
throughout the Christian centuries is the 
certainty that God Himself has been re- 
vealed in Christ and that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are His infallible Word. Paul’s 
own declaration epitomizes this. He 
said, “I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken; we also believe, and therefore 

speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). 

The word “faith” is used in two dis- 
tinctly different ways in the New Testa- 
ment. Primarily, it means confidence in 
that which God has revealed in His 
Word. It is also used to designate the 
content of the revelation; as, for in- 
stance, where we are exhorted to con- 
tend earnestly for “the faith .. . once 
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). It is 
concerning this that our Lord Himself 
spoke when He asked the question: 
“When the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find the faith on the earth?” (Luke 18: 
8, R.V. margin.) We are warned “that 
in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith” (1 Tim. 4:1), turning 
aside to false teaching, Satanically in- 
spired. Where this faith is rejected, 
there is no ground for consistent Chris- 
tian teaching, for if doubt be cast upon 
the reliability of the sacred Scriptures, 
the church would have nothing to.pre- 
sent to lost men that could give them 
assurance of divine forgiveness when 
they trusted in Christ. Subjectively, 
faith is resting upon God’s Word. We 
are justified by faith: that is, by believ- 
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ing the record that God has given of His 
Son. Day by day we live by faith when 
we rest our souls upon the promises of 
God. We are told in Hebrews 11:1, that 
“faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
The Revised Version is a little clearer: 
“Faith is assurance of things hoped for, 
a conviction of things not seen.” Know- 
ing God, as revealed in His Word, the 
man of faith dares to risk everything 
for eternity upon what God has said. 
Thus he has absolute assurance of the 
certainty of things which his eyes have 
not seen, but which he khows must be 
true, because spoken by Him who can- 
not lie (Heb. 6:18). 


The Historical Setting 

According to the best authorities it was 
in A.D. 62 that Paul appeared before 
King Agrippa at the suggestion of Fes- 
tus, governer of Cesarea, in order that 
he might answer for himself concerning 
the charge of sedition, which his adver- 
saries had brought against him. Boldly 
he declared how the Lord Jesus had re- 
vealed Himself to hith, and the grounds 
of his faith ahd testimony. The Epistle 
to the Romans is the clearest and fullest 
unfolding of the Gospel to be found in 
the Scriptures, and was written by Paul 
from Corinth in A.D. 60. While the 
authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
is disputed by some moderns, it was ac- 
credited alrhost universally to Paul by 
the early church, and there seems to be 
good evidence that this judgment is cor- 
rect. 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 26:19.—“I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision.” The refer- 


ence is to that which is narrated in the 
preceding verses, where Paul tells the 
story of the appearance of the risen 
Christ to him when he was hastening 
down the Damascus road, intent on ar- 
resting and prosecuting any Jews whom 
he might find in that city who had con- 
fessed the name of Jesus as their Sav- 
iour. The Lord commissioned him at 
that time to carry the Gospel to the 
world. This charge he had obeyed coh- 
sistently ever since, 


Verse 20.—‘Shewed that. they 
should repent and .turn to God, and do 
works meet for repentance.” This was 
the content of his preaching. He called 
upon men to change their attitude 
toward God and self and sin, and to 
believe the Gospel message, whereby 
alone .they might be saved. True con- 
version would be manifested by changed 
behavior, for while men are justified by 
faith alone, that faith results in new- 
ness of life. 


Verse 21.—“For these causes the Jews 

. went about to kill me.” Had Paul 
confined his testimony to the Jews, he 
might have escaped their persecution. It 
was the fact that he made no distinc- 
tion between Jews and Gentiles, in re- 
gard to their sinfulness and God's offer 
of salvation by grace, that enraged thein 
(Rom. 3:22, 23; 10:12, 13). 

Verse 22.—“None other things than 
those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should come.” While God gave to 
him a much fuller revelation of divine 
truth than was known in Old Testament 
times, he preached nothing that was con- 
trary to that which had formerly been 
revealed. 

Verse 23—“That Christ should suffer 
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Lesson for March |1Y 


.. . should rise from the dead, and 
should shew light unto the people [the 
Jews], and to the Gentiles.” This was 
in full accord with what the prophets 
of old had foretold, and therefore should 
not have offended the Jews if they be- 
lieved their own Scriptures, 

Rom. 5:1.—“Justified by faith ... peace 
with God.” To be justified is to be 
cleared of every charge. It is the sen- 
tence of the court in favor of the pris- 
oner, thus setting him free from all 
anxiety. This is true of the believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who made peace 
by the blood of His cross (Col. 1:20). 
This peace is ours when we believe the 
Gospel. 

Verse 2.—“Access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand.” The believer 
is saved by grace in the beginning, and 
stands by grace to the end. 

Verse 3.—“Tribulation worketh pa- 
tience.” Every trial the Christian is 
called to meet is designed by God for 
his blessing and to teach the great les- 
son of patience. 

Verse 4—‘“Patience, experience ... 
hope.” There is orderly progression in 
the spiritual life suggested here, as we 
learn lessons in the school of experience, 

Verse 5.—“The love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.” 
This is the supreme evidence of the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit of God. 


Verse 6—‘“Christ died for the un- 
godly.” This is the outstanding truth 
revealed in the Gospel. When we were 
utterly helpless and therefore unable to 
do one thing to save ourselves, Christ 
died in our stead that we might be re- 
deemed to God. 

Verse 7.—“A righteous man” is one 
who observes punctiliously every just 
demand. Such men may be admired, 
but they do not, ordinarily, inspire love 
and devotion. “A good man” is one who 
is benevolent and considerate of others. 
For such a man “some would even dare 
to die.” 

Verse 8—“But God commendeth his 
love toward us,” in that when we were 
neither good nor righteous, but lost sin- 
ners, He gave His Son to die in our 
place. 

Heb. 12:1.—“So great a cloud of wit- 
nesses.” The reference is to the heroes 
of faith mentioned in Chapter 11, all of 
whom bear testimony to the value of 
confidence in God, resulting in obedience 
to His Word. As we run the Christian 
tace we should be encouraged, by their 
example, to lay aside everything that 
would hinder our spiritual progress and 
80 be delivered from the besetting sin 
of unbelief. 

Verse 2.—“Looking unto Jesus.” He 
Himself should be the supreme object 
upon whom our heart's affections are 
centered. In the days of His humiliation 
He became our outstanding example as 
the Man of faith, who endured all the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. March 12.—Church Organization 
and Leadership. Acts 6:1-6; 20:17 
to 21:6; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 Timothy 3 


Next Week's Lesson 
13. March 26.—The Church in Rome. 
Romans 1:1, 7-15; 15:22-29; 16; 
Acts 27 and 28; Philippians 1:12- 
20; 4:22 (in this order) 








trials to which He was exposed, with- 
out complaint, as He looked forward to 
the joy of having His redeemed with 
Himself in the Father’s house. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

All who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ are justified by faith alone, apart 
from works of every kind, but faith 
brings us into communion with God 
through new birth, and is manifested by 
good works, “which God hath before 
ordained that we should waik in them” 
(Eph. 2:8-10). Confidence in God en- 
ables the believer to triumph over diffi- 
culties and persecutions of every kind, 
giving him the courage to press forward 
in spite of every obstacle as he seeks to 
make Christ known to others. This was 
the faith that inspired the early church 
and empowered it not only to stand 
against the attacks of Satan and his 
hosts, but to go forward victoriously, 
as it carried out the great commission 
given by the risen Lord. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
“Lay Aside Every Weight.” An ath- 
lete, engaged in running a race, does not 


—— 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, DD. 


HAT was the “heavenly vision” to 
which Paul was “not. disobedient”? 

2. Wherein is Paul’s message like that 
of John the Baptist and James’? 

3. How does Paul explain his escape 
from death at the hands of the Jewish 
mob? 

4. What is the “authority” of Paul's 
message? 

5. If Christ was the “first that should 
rise from the dead,” how do you account 
for those who rose before Him? 

6. What three phrases in Romans 5: 1-3 
read like statements of fact in our 
Authorized Version, but are really ex- 
hortations? 

7. Why are we exhorted to have peace 
with God when we already have it? 

8. What three phrases in our Romans 
passage (through verse 10) indicate our 
state when God saved us? 

9. What is the difference between a 
“righteous” man and a “good” man? (v. 
7.) 

10. What is the apdstle’s technique for 
winning the race? 

(Answers on page 190) 
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allow himself to be loaded down with 
anything that might impede his prog- 
ress. In running the Christian race, we 
should heed his example. There are 
many things that might hinder us which 
are not themselves actually sinful, but 
they are of such a nature that they may 
prove grave impediments to spiritual 
growth. These are the weights to which 
the apostle refers. We should be care- 
ful not to allow ourselves to indulge in 
any pursuits that will have a tendency 
to rob us of time for prayer, study of 
the Word, and efficiency in Christian 
service. As we lay the weights aside, 
we are enabled to run the race toward 
the goal set before us without hindrance. 


Lesson Outline 


1. Paul’s obedience to the heavenly 
vision (Acts 26: 19-23) 

2. The ground of Christian faith, experi- 
ence, and hope (Rom. 5: 1-5) 

3. The message of the Gospel (vs. 6-8) 

4. Christ, our great exemplar (Heb. 12: 
1, 2) 


Summaries and Applications 

We read in Proverbs 29:18, “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.” 
It means much to have “open vision” 
concerning the will of God (1 Sam. 3:1), 
and to be faithful to the revelation that 
He gives. 

Note how the Apostle Paul combined 
repentance and faith as he preached to 
both Jew and Gentile. It is impossible 
to have genuine faith apart from true 
repentance, which is self-judgment be- 
fore God, the acknowledgment of one’s 
sinfulness and helplessness. 

Justification is not a state or condition 
of soul. It is a divine vindication. God 
Himself declares that the man who be- 
lieves on His Son is absolutely clear of 
every charge that the Law might bring 
against him. 

Justification is on the principle of 
faith, not the result of legal obedience. 
Otherwise it would not be by grace, 
which excludes all consideration of hu- 
man merit. 

Peace with God should always be dis- 
tinguished from the peace of God. The 
first is the result of the work of Christ 
on the cross, where the sin question was 
settled forever to God’s satisfaction. 
The second is that quietness of spirit and 
rest of heart which results from taking 
everything to God in prayer and relying 
implicitly upon His unchanging Word 
(Phil. 4:6, 7). 

While we all recognize the value of 
patience, we are inclined to overlook 
the fact that it is through tribulation 
that this virtue is cultivated. For this 
reason we are told to glory in tribulation 
instead of resenting and seeking to 
avoid it. 

There are two Greek words for “wit- 
nesses,” one meaning eyewitnesses and 
the other meaning testimony bearers. 
It is the latter word which is used in 
Hebrews 12:1, so that this passage does 
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not necessarily suggest that saints in 
Heaven are eyewitnesses of our experi- 
ences on earth, but rather that those who 
have gone before bear testimony to the 
power of faith. 


Winona LAKE, IND. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
art the Rock of Ages, the never-failing 
refuge of Thy saints. Give us the faith 
that sings,- “The Lord’s our Rock, in 
Him we hide.” So may we have Thee 
for our shelter in the time of storm and 
be secure whatever ill may come, Where 
affliction and distress plague any of Thy 
people today, keep them trustfully shel- 
tering their souls in Thee. And when 
the shadows darken our own lives, be 
near to strengthen, guard, guide, and com- 
fort us. Teach us to trust and obey 
Thee in all things. So may our lives 
be a light to guide others to Thee. Bless 
the outgoing of Thy Word this day here 
and in every place. Break in upon our 
pleasure-crazed and sin-bound genera- 
tion, Lord, with mighty conviction of 
sin. Make men wise unto salvation, and 
hasten the time when the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea. Forgive our sins, 
increase our: faith, and send us out to 
be a blessing to others, all for the sake 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—At a great gather- 
ing in New York a few years ago, Capt. 
J. C. Brown of the Union Castle Line 
thrilled his hearers in a testimony to 
the keeping power of the Lord Jesus. 





DEQUACY: 
BLE TO KEEP 
MID ALL YOU MAY MEET 











Like Paul, Captain Brown could say, 
“Thrice I suffered shipwreck.” Three 
times he was on vessels that sank, two 
by torpedoing, and one by collision. On 
other ships he had gone through bomb- 
ings. “Always, however,” he said, “I 
have found Christ with me, supporting 
and guiding me under all conditions, and 
daily I am looking forward with keen 
joy to the moment when I shall see the 
Saviour face to face.” 

Paul passed through even greater 
perils than this modern Christian. “Of 
the Jews five times received I forty 

. stripes save one,” he says. “Thrice was 
I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, 
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and 
a day I have been in the deep.” And 
when Paul wrote to Timothy the words of 
our Golden Text, he was in prison and 
likely at any time to be put to death. 
“Nevertheless I am not ashamed,” he 
wrote, “for I know whom I have be- 
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lieved, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” Nothing 
can overtake a Christian that Christ can- 
not handle. The more we prove Him, 
the better we get to know Him, and the 
better we know Him the more certain 
we grow that He is able to keep all we 
commit to Him. Keep close to Christ. 
Keep true to Him, and you, too, will be 
able to say, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” 


Vancouver, B. C., CaN. 
b 4 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Do works meet for repentance” (Acts 
26:20).—The Apostle Paul was a well- 
balanced Christian. He was the out- 
standing exponent of grace; and the 
constant advocate of works, He taught 
that salvation was by grace through 
faith, without works (Eph, 2:8, 9). But 
he affirmed constantly that believers 
should be careful to “maintain good 
works” (Titus 3:8). 

Good works on the part of the believer 
manifest the reality of his faith. I have 
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just made the acquaintance of Jim Vaus, 
the former henchman of Mickey Cohen 
of Los Angeles. Mr. Vaus was converted 
at the recent evangelistic campaign con- 
ducted by Billy Graham in Los Angeles, 
Mr. Vaus is deeply exercised about do- 
ing works worthy of his repentance. 
Thus far, he has made restitution to the 
amount of $4,000 to persons from whom 
he has stolen and to those whom he 
defrauded. He had not finished the work 
when I talked with him. Needless to 
say, those receiving the money and 
things listen attentively to his confes- 
sion of Christ as his Saviour and Lord. 


“Having . . . obtained help of God, I 
continue . . . witnessing” (v. 22).—In 
addition to passing through many diffi- 
culties, Paul had murderers on his track 
(v. 21); but with the help of the Lord, 
he went right on fulfilling the Chris- 
tian’s first duty — “witnessing both to 
small and great.” (See Acts 1:8.) 

George Whitefield was as plain and 
outspoken to the rich and intellectual 
leaders of his day as he was to the coal 
miners. In a letter to Benjamin Frank- 
lin, he wrote: “I find that you grow 
more and more famous in the learned 
world. As you have made considerable 
progress in the mysteries of electricity, 
I would now humbly recommend to you 
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diligent and unprejudiced pursuit and 
study of the mysteries of the New Birth. 
It is a most important and interesting 
study, and when mastered will richly 
answer and repay all your pains — you 
will excuse this freedom. I must have 
aliquid Christo [something of Christ] 
in all my letters.” 

When Whitefield died, Franklin bore 
him this testimony: “I knew him inti- 
mately upwards of thirty years. His 
integrity, disinterestedness and inde- 
fatigable zeal in prosecuting every good 
work I have never seen equaled and 
shall never see excelled” (S. P. Garver). 
Let us always have “something of 
Christ” in our conversation and corre- 
spondence. 

“That Christ should suffer, and... 
rise from the dead” (v. 23).—In the death 
and resurrection of Christ, we have the 
meat of the Gospel, which is “the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” 

Having been in the Orient, and having 
observed various customs prevailing 
there, I can appreciate the following 
illustration: In the market squares of 
the Orient, merchants display their ar- 
ticles for sale. The purchaser lays down 
the price beside something he desires. 
The moment the merchant lifts the price, 
the sale is made. The act is an indica- 
tion that the price lifted has been ac- 
cepted. At the cross, Christ laid down 
His life. On the third day, God lifted 
the price. Thus it is that we can say, 
“When Christ was crucified, justice was 
satisfied, sin was nullified, God was glo- 
rified, and the believer was justified.” 

“Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with-God . . .” (Rom. 5:1).— 
Never in the history of literature has 
there been such a large number of 
peace-of-mind books placed on the mar- 
ket, as at the present time. I counted 
thirty-nine titles and stopped, without 
by any means exhausting their num- 
ber. This array of books must mean that 
literary men are at last compelled to 
admit the truthfulness of the statement 
made by the Prophet Isaiah, thousands 
of years ago, that “there is no peace 

. unto the wicked.” The essence of 
each volume appears to be the age-old 
theory that man can, by pulling his boot- 
straps this way or that, pull himself into 
a state of peace! 

Apart from the exercise of personal 
faith in the crucified and risen Saviour, 
there is no peace. Sin and peace are 
antagonistic, as are unbelief and peace. 
Christ made peace by the blood of His 
cross. He justifies all who put their 
faith in Him; and only such persons are 
at peace with. God. 

“We glory lexult, triumph] in tribu- 
lations also” (v. 3).—The apostle has 
just said, “We rejoice in our hope of 
Sharing the glory of God”..(R.S.V.), and 
Now adds, “We rejoice in tribulations 
also.” It is an easy matter to rejoice 
in the hope of some day sharing the 
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glory of God, but rejoicing in trials is 
an altogether different and naturally dif- 
ficult matter. I know Christians whose 
trials cause them to doubt their salva- 
tion. Somehow or other they seem to be 
under the impression that once they are 
saved they should be free of trials. But 
it is the common lot of the people of 
God to experience trials. (1 Pet. 4: 12-14.) 

I am writing this at Altadena, near 
Pasadena — and as I finished writing the 
above sentence, a minor earthquake 
shook the place, and the question: “Can 
you rejoice in that?” arose in my mind. 
I answered: “Yes, I can, and will re- 
joice: for the worst that can come but 
shortens the journey and hastens me 
Home !” 


Lead on, lead on triumphantly, 
O blessed Lord! lead on: 

Faith’s pilgrim sons behind Thee seek 
The road that Thou hast gone. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, seems to me the high 
light in this lesson is in that part 
of the text taken from the Letter to the 
Hebrews — chapter 12:1, 2. What enabled 
Paul to make that magnificent stand be- 
fore Agrippa and Festus and deliver his 
splendid testimony to the majesty, the 
deity, and the saving power of Jesus 
Christ? Paul was in chains defending 
himself before a governor, a king, and 
a queen, but he did not hesitate to preach 
the Gospel to them. What enabled him 
to say, “Whereupon, O king Agrippa, 
I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision”? Well, of course, we know it 
was the power of the Holy Spirit that 
enabled him to do that; but there was 
something that Paul, himself, had to do 
first, and it is expressed in those two 
verses: “Let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith.” 
Fellows, here is where so many of us 
fall down in the Christian race. We try 
to carry along with us something that 
hinders our running. ‘It is something 
out of the old life we are trying to take 
with us into the new life. That is fatal 
to good running. The old associations 
that led us into sin must be dropped. 
We must cut clean. Say good-by to 
them forever. Turn our eyes away from 
them, and look “unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith.” Paul did that 
when he fell down before the Lord on 
the plains of Syria, before the gates of 
Damascus. He not only yielded his will 
and his splendid intellect to Jesus, but 
he doubtless threw to the ground those 
letters of authority which he carried on 
his mistaken errand; right there he sev- 
ered all connection with the ecclesias- 
tical rulers, the Pharisees and Sanhe- 
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drin at Jerusalem. It was a complete 
separation from the old life and all its 
associations of evil, and a complete turn- 
ing about in his life course. That opened 
the way for the entrance of the Holy 
Spirit, who made of him an intrepid 
“soldier cof Jesus Christ” (see 2 Tim. 
2:3, 4). 

That clearing away of the rubbish of 
the old sinful life is an absolute neces- 
sity. We are just about to start build- 
ing a church here in Fontana Village. A 
lovely site has been selected right in 
the center of the community; but be- 
fore we can lay the foundation there’s 
a lot of clearing to be done. Some beau- 
tiful trees we would like to leave stand- 
ing must be cut down; a bulldozer will 
have to push away a lot of earth and 
stones that are in the way.. These will 
have to go, if we are to have an ade- 
quate base. So it is with the building 
of a real Christian life. We have to get 
down to bedrock for a foundation — 
and that foundation is Jesus Christ. If 
there is anything in the way, no matter 
how beautiful or desirable it might seem, 
let it go. Whatever may be in the way 
of the free working of His Spirit is not 
good enough to stay or to keep. 

Paul cut clean with the old life. So 
it was no wonder that the Lord could 
make full use of him; it is no wonder 
that Festus was thrilled as Paul spoke, 
causing Festus to exclaim in a loud voice, 
“Paul, thou art beside thyself.” (Yes, 
he was “beside himself,” for it was the 
Lord speaking through him.) It was no 
wonder that King Agrippa said, “Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
It is no wonder that Paul could answer: 
“I would to God, that not only thou, but 
also all that hear me this day, were 
both almost, and altogether such as I 
am, except these bonds.” It is no won- 
der that among this great apostle’s last 
written words are these: “I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day, and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his 
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Fellows, is there anything too good to 
give up for Jesus Christ? 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


A Fartu To Live By 


EGIN with a flannelgraph review of 
Acts 1-20. 

Our lesson today is called, “A Faith 
To Live By.” And that is exactly what 
we have. The extent to which we live 
by our faith will determine the measure 
of our success in life, as God counts suc- 
cess, 

What person in Acts has been the out- 
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standing character in our last few les- 
sons? As we go through the next few 
chapters you will see that Paul indeed 
lived by faith. We have been studying 
about him as he traveled around preach- 
ing, teaching, and in many cases work- 
ing miracles. But in today’s lesson the 
picture changes yet Paul remained stead- 
fast in the faith. 

In Acts 21 we read of Paul’s return to 
Jerusalem from his third missionary 
journey. When he stopped in Judea on 
his way there, a prophet named Agabus 
warned him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would be bound when he got to Jeru- 
salem. When Paul’s friends heard this, 
they begged him not to go. Read what 
Paul said in Acts 21:13. See how he 
loved the Lord and how determined he 
was to go to Jerusalem. How did his 
friends take his decision? (v. 14.) 

Patricia has read the rest of the chap- 
ter, so she will tell about Paul’s arrest. 
Did you notice that all the uproar lead- 
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Lesson for March 19 


ing to his imprisonment was just because 
the Jews supposed that he had brought 
a Gentile into the Temple. Supposition 
can be a very dangerous thing. We need 
to be sure before we act. 

What did the people shout as Paul was 
carried into the castle? When had that 
same thing been shouted before, in Jeru- 
salem? 

Helen, read Paul’s defense before the 
crowd of Jews in Acts 22. Tell us what 
he told them about. When the Jews 
heard Paul addressing them in Hebrew, 
they listened. But they did not listen 
to the end. Why not? (Because it in- 
furiated them when Paul said that God 
hed sent him to the Gentiles.) 

In Acts 23 Paul made his defense be- 
fore the Jewish Sanhedrin. The leaders 
of the nation got so angry that Paul had 
to be carried back into the castle to 
prevent his being torn to pieces! How 
discouraging for a man who loved his 
countrymen so dearly to be hated by 
them! The common people had shouted, 
“Away with him.” Now the leaders were 
ready to tear him to pieces! But Paul 
was not alone in his discouragement. 
Read verse 11. The reason that we have 
a faith to live by is that we have a liv- 
ing Saviour. 

Donna has read the rest of Acts 23, 
so she will tell about the plot to kill 
Paul. Picture the scene. The forty hun- 
gry men with evil faces expecting to 
kill Paul in the morning. Paul gallop- 
ing off that very night with a guard.of 
four hundred and seventy armed men. 

In chapter 24 we find that the hatred 
of the Jews against Paul was so great 
that a number of them followed him to 
Caesarea to convince the governor, Felix, 
that he should be put to death. The 
high priest himself came along, and for 
fear their case would not be strong 
enough they even hired an orator to 
speak for them. His speech was wholly 
untrue, first flattering the governor, who 
was a wicked man, and then incriminat- 
ing Paul, the noblest man of his day. 
Helen has read Paul’s defense before 
Felix. She will give us an idea of what 
he said. Did you notice that Paul was 
not angry at the false charges made 
against him? He simply denied them 
and showed how ridiculous they were. 
The Jews accused him of working 
against the Roman Empire, making a 
nuisance of himself, and profaning the 
Temple. He courteously informed the 
governor that it was only twelve days 
since he came to Jerusalem, and Felix 
knew that he had been under arrest 
most of that time. He had not had op- 
portunity to gather discontented men 
about him, much less help them to harm 
the government. 

Paul used this occasion, not to plead 
for his own liberty, but to warn Felix 
of God’s coming judgment. What was 
the effect on him? (v. 25.) Felix put 
off his salvation until it was too late. 
Are any of you doing that? 
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After Felix was replaced. by a new 
governor named Festus, the Jews tried 
once more to kill Paul. The forty men, 
who had vowed neither to eat nor drink 
till they killed him, would have starved 
to death long before this if they had 
kept their vow! But their tactics were 
still practiced. The Jewish leaders asked 
that Paul be brought back to Jerusa- 
lem for trial, intending to kill him on 
the way. 

Phyllis has read Acts 25 and will tell 
what happened when Paul was on trial 
before Governor Festus. So Paul was to 
go to Rome! But first King Agrippa was 
to hear Paul so he could help Festus 
with the letter to inform Caesar of what 
Paul was accused. 

Carolyn has read Paul’s defense be- 
fore King Agrippa, so she will tell about 
that. Now let us read chapter 26:19-23 
together. See how simply Paul tells 
the story of his Christian life. He was 
“not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision.” He preached the Gospel wher- 
ever God sent him. The Jews contin- 
ually tried to kill him, but with the help 
of God he continued witnessing. 

What was the effect of this address 
on King Agrippa? (v. 28.) Girls, be- 
ware of being satisfied with “almost per- 
suefed.” Come right over the line for 
Christ. 

In Romans 5:1-8 Paul lists some of the 
wonderful blessings we have in Christ. 
After we have read these verses, see 
how many you can remember. 

Hebrews 12:1-3 urges us to go forward 
in the Christian life, regardless of all 
hindrances. If the writer is Paul, as 
many believe, he had every right so to 
exhort us, for he did go forward in the 
face of greater opposition than we have 
ever experienced. You will find the 
secret of his life as we read these three 
verses together. We, too, will find our 
faith completely adequate to live by, if 
we, like Paul, are continually “looking 
unto Jesus.” 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Paul Tells Why He Is a Christian 
(Acts 25:22-27; 26:19-23) 


AUL had said good-by to his Chris- 

tian friends in different places as he 
traveled on toward Jerusalem. (On the 
map continue the colored line for Paul 
to Jerusalem.) In Jerusalem the church 
leaders welcomed him kindly. But a 
few days later in the Temple some of 
the Jews from Asia who did not believe 
in the Lord Jesus seized him. The 
crowd became so excited that they were 
beating him, and might have killed him 
if the Roman army officer in Jerusalem 
had not sent a band of soldiers to res- 
cue him. Paul. asked permission to 
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speak, and he told the people how he 
had seen Christ and become a Christian. 

Paul was kept in prison in the castle 
for a while. One night the Lord stood 
by him and said: “Be of good cheer, 
Paul; you have told about Me in Jeru- 
salem. Now you must tell about Me in 
Rome, too.” The Jews made a plot to 
kill Paul. To keep him safe, the Roman 
officer sent him to Caesarea. (Draw a 
dotted line for the fourth trip.) 

For two years he was kept a prisoner 
there. Then a new governor came. 
When Paul could not get a fair trial 
from him, he asked to have the em- 
peror, Caesar Augustus, hear his case. 
That meant he must go to Rome when a 
ship should be going in that direction. 
King Agrippa and Queen Bernice came 
to visit the governor. The king said he 
would like to hear Paul speak. So the 
next day the governor, the king, the 
queen, and other important people gath- 
ered to listen to Paul. What did Paul 
talk about? He told why he was.a Chris- 
tian. Of course, he began by telling 
how in the beginning he had hated the 
Christians and tried to kill them. Then 
he told of that strange happening on 
the road to Damascus, when the Lord 
appeared to him in glory and told him 
he was to go tell even the foreign Gen- 
tiles the story of forgiveness of sin and 
the right to go to Heaven through faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

Then Paul added: “O king Agrippa, I 
was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision.” Paul did not tell Agrippa Mat- 
thew 28:19 or Acts 18:9, 10. He did not 
tell much about his trips. Perhaps you 
would like to. (Choose a pupil to be 
Agrippa—also Governor Festus and 
Queen Bernice if the class is large. As- 
sign two pupils to give the verses. Select 
a different pupil to review each trip. 
You may need to help by suggesting 
topics: Trip 1: how happy the Gentiles 
were to know they could be saved; heal- 
ing the cripple; stoning of Paul. Trip 2: 
Lydia; the jailer; difficulties and vision 
in Corinth. Trip 3; the burning of books 
in Ephesus.) 

Paul was so earnest as he talked that 
the governor thought he was crazy, but 
King Agrippa was listening and under- 
stood better. He said, “You almost per- 
suade me to be a Christian.” How Paul 
wished he was not only almost, but alto- 
gether a Christian! 

But King Agrippa was disobedient to 
the heavenly things he heard that day. 
He did not go all the way and take the 
Lord Jesus for his own Saviour from 
sin. What about you? Are you Paul 
or Agrippa—a real out-and-out Chris- 
tian or an almost Christian? Listen to 
Paul’s words, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31, Memory Verse).. Paul had be- 
lieved and was saved; a jailer believed 
and was saved; a saintly army officer, 
Cornelius, believed and was saved; but 
King Agrippa, who knew his Bible and 
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almost believed, was not saved. If you 
are an almost Christian, won't you stay 
with me a few minutes after class, and 
become an altogether Christian? (Close 
with last week’s Memory Verse for 
benediction.) 


Orono, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Basis of His Faith.—I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unta him against that day 
(2 Tim, 1:12, Golden Text). Mr. Hugh 
Mackenzie was born in Kilmuir, in 1728; 
in after years he left Ross-shire and re- 
moved to Sutherlandshire. An eminent 
minister, who had often met him, was 
struck with his habitual assurance, and, 
that he might know the foundation of 
it, he went to visit him, a distance of 
thirty miles. To draw him out, he said 
to him, “Mr. Mackenzie, you are a man 
to be envied; you know nothing of 
doubts and fears; you always enjoy the 
full assurance of hope.” The old man 
replied at once: “Yes, yes, I understand 
you. Many a man speaks of my strong 
faith that does not know all it has to 
struggle with. But I shall tell you what 
my faith is. I am the emptiest, vilest, 
poorest sinner I know on the face of 
this earth. I feel myself to be so. But 
I read in His own Word that He heareth 
the cry of the poor, and I believe Him. 
and I cry unto Him, and He always hears 
me, and that is all the faith or assurance 
I have got.”"—From “Religious Anecdotes 
of Scotland,” by William Adamson, D.D. 
Sent by Mrs. Mary Bryson. Hollyburn. 
B. C., Can. Prize illustration. 


His Missionary Call.—I was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision (Acts 
26:19). A dear Christian farmer friend 
of: mine in the Peace River country was 
one day walking through his pasture in 
search of his milch cows. As he walked 
along in the stillness of the evening he 
suddenly experienced an overwhelming 
sense of the presence of God and a call 
upon his life to be a missionary. | It 
seemed. such a definite call to service 
that he was overjoyed. Rushing back 
to the farmhouse he hastened to tell his 
wife about his purpose of heart. “God 
has called me to be a missionary,” he 
said as he entered the room. Thereupon 
he and his wife sat down in the little 
kitchen to talk over the matter. After 
thoroughly discussing the question of 
missionary service for the Lord they 
both came to a sane and settled conclu- 
sion that the call had been not so much 
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a call to go to a foreign field as it was 
a call to become a missionary —a mis- 
sionary-farmer. The husband was no 
longer young in years, and it was evident 
that no missionary society would accept 
him for service. Furthermore, he was 
suffering from tuberculosis and his 
health was poor. There were four chil- 
dren in the family. How could such 
a candidate be considered for the for- 
eign mission field? “We shall stay in 
the Peace River and use our land to 
farm for missions,” was the decision. 
Today, one-third of the income from that 
little farm goes to missions. “And this 
is just the beginning,” he told me joy- 
fully one day recently when I visited 
the home. That Christian brother with 
his wife, family of four little ones, and 
a quarter section of land will never see 
the foreign field, but he has learned 
God’s particular will for his life. The 
general call of missions came to him as 
he walked in the pasture. He was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision. He 
there and then became a missionary. 
The particular will of God came as he 
and his wife quietly talked and prayed 
the situation through in the farmhouse 
kitchen. He there became a missionary- 
farmer. He found God’s particular will 
for his life. And, with what result? His 
life is full of joy and peace, and the 
blessing of his willing obedience is now 
flowing out to the ends of the earth— 
From Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Value of Difficulty.—Tribulation 
worketh patience; and patience, experi- 
ence; and experience, hope (Rom. 5: 
3, 4). 

If none were sick, and none were sad, 

What service could we render? 
I think if we were always glad 
We scarcely could be tender; 
Did our beloved never need 
Our patient ministration, 
Earth would grow cold and miss indeed 
Its greatest consolation. 

Did sorrow never grieve our heart, 

And every wish were granted, 

Patience would die, and hope depart; 

Life would be disenchanted. 
—From.a clipping of seventy years ago. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. . 


“He That Hath Seen Me.”—God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us (Rom. 5:8). Is God compassion- 
ate? I look at Jesus. Is God tender? 
I look at Jesus. Is He loving? I look 
at Jesus. Is He longsuffering? I look at 
Jesus. There I see God the Father re- 
vealed in the Son. I see He is a God 
of compassion, of love, of tenderness; 
I see He loves sinners, and I fall in love 
with Him. The man on the street will 
say, “Why, I believe in the God of crea- 
tion.” Well, you go out and throw your 
arms around the trunk of a tree — that’s 
creation. But that’s a pretty poor propo- 
sition; you'll find no response. You go 
and jump in Lake Michigan. That’s cre- 
ation, and it'll take you right to its 
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bosom; but it’s a pretty cold proposition. 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by E. Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Laying Hold on God.—Faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen (Heb. 11:1). Mr. 
Roger Babson in an after-dinner address 
made the following statement: “Prayer 
is the greatest unused power in the 
world, and faith is the greatest undis- 
covered resource.” Faith is a grasping 
of Almighty power; the hand of man laid 
on the arm of God; when the things 
impossible to us become the possible, 
O Lord, through Thee.—From a sermon 
by Dr. Philpott. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Patience in Action—Let us run with 
patience (Heb. 12:1). To run with pa- 
tience is a very difficult thing. We com- 
monly associate patience with lying 
down. We think of it as the angel that 
guards the couch of the invalid. Yet, 
I do not think the invalid’s patience the 
hardest to achieve. There is a patience 
which I believe to be harder—the pa- 
tience that can run. To lie down in the 
time of grief, to be quiet under stroke 
of adverse fortune, implies a_ great 
strength. but I know of something that 
implies a strength greater still. It is 
the power to work under a stroke; to 
have a great weight at your heart and 
still to run; to have a deep anguish in 
your spirit and still perform the daily 
task. It is a Christlike thing! The hard 
thing is that most of us are called to 
exercise our patience, not in bed, but 
in the street. We are called to bury our 
sorrows, not in lethargic quiescence, but 
in active service—in the exchange, in 
the workshop, in the hour of social inter- 
course, in the contribution to another’s 
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joy. There is no burial of -sorrow so 
difficult as that; it is the running with 
patience. This was Thy patience, O Son 
of man! It was at once a waiting and 
a running —a waiting for the goal and 
a doing of the lesser work meantime. 
I see Thee at Cana turning the water 
into wine lest the marriage feast should 
be clouded. I see Thee in the desert 
feeding a multitude with bread just to 
relieve a temporary want. All the time 
Thou wert bearing a mighty grief, un- 
shared, unspoken. Men ask for a rain- 
bow in the cloud, but I would ask more 
from Thee. I would be, in my cloud, 
myself a rainbow —a minister to others’ 
joy. My patience will be perfect when 
it can work in the vineyard.—From 
George Matheson, in “Streams in the 
Desert.” Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Pointing to the Star.—Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith 
(Heb. 12:2). One night when the fog 
was so heavy you could have weighed 
it, I assayed to ferry the Tennessee 
River, at Hilman Ferry, in West Ken- 
tucky. My friend, the ferryman, shook 
his*head in doubt as he came from his 
sleep at the sound of the horn. “But,” 
I urged desperately, “Is there no way we 
can cross?” He replied, “We cannot see 
a light across the river; we are likely to 
land any point or even return to this 
side after we are halfway across.” I 
suggested that we might note the cur- 
rent and go straight across. He shook 
his head, but looked upward and scan- 
ned the sky. Then he replied, “If you 
will stand on the prow and point to that 
star while I look at your hand, we can 
make it.” I never knew before why the 
hands of Moses grew so heavy, but the 
light of that star led us safely through 
the fog and darkness, over the water and 
waves. Then I reflected, “O .. . Star 
of Bethlehem, the Bright and Morning 
Star, be my guide through the mists and 
darkness, over the waves and waters 
until I am safely home on the other 
shore.”—From Christian Life. Sent by 
Mrs. Mary Bryson, Hollyburn, B. C., Can. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


GAIN the flannel board will help us, 

Make a scene with a king on his 
throne, and his queen beside him, and 
Paul before them. Some other royalty 
or near-royalty sits alongside. Festus 
and King Agrippa think Paul is on trial, 
but let me tell you a secret, Paul 
is not on trial, but they are. God gave 
them a chance to hear the Gospel and 
believe, and Paul preached Christ with 
such power of the Spirit that King 
Agrippa, wicked man that he was, was 
greatly touched, and exclaimed, “Al- 
most thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian.’ But we have no record that 
Agrippa did become a Christian, so he 
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was on trial before God and failed. Some 
day he will stand before the judgment 
bar of God, he and Festus and Bernice, 
and. they will be condemned because 
they did not believe on the Son of God 
when Paul preached to them. 


Paul told the whole story of his life, 
how he had been a Jew of the strictest 
kind, and had persecuted the Christians, 
even going to other cities outside of 
Jerusalem to hunt them out. But one 
day on the Damascus Read as he went 
with a party of men, down to Damascus 
to persecute the Christians, a _ light 
brighter than the noonday sun shone 
around them. What would you do if 
such a thing happened to you? Just 
exactly what they did. They fell on 
their faces, blinded by that awful light. 
Then a voice spoke to Paul. You know 
the story. Tell it to your teacher. 

As Paul told the story to Festus and 
Agrippa, he said, “O King Agrippa, I 
was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision.” Then he told them how he had 
gone everywhere telling the story of 
Jesus Christ and His salvation, how 
Christ had risen from the dead. The 
Jews were trying to get Festus and 
Agrippa to have Paul put to death be- 
cause they did not believe Jesus rose 
from the dead; they did not believe in 
the Resurrection. But Festus and 
Agrippa. after they had listened to Paul, 
talked together about Paul, and decided 
that he had done nothing to be arrested 
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for, and that if he had not appealed unto 
Cesar, asked to be sent to Rome, they 
would have let him go free. But, as we 
saw in last week’s lesson, that was God’s 
way of getting Paul to Rome where He 
had work for him to do. 


Paul knew why he was a Christian. 
Once I asked a Christian Jew why con- 
verted Jews were such fiery evangelists, 
and he said because they knew from 
what they had been saved; they had 
lived under the Law, and knew what 
grace meant. Do you know what you 
believe? If somebody asked you to tell 
what you believed, could you tell him? 
I wouldn’t expect you to tell as much 
as Paul did, because a little child has 
not had Paul’s experience. Sometimes 
I ask people how they are going to get 
to Heaven, and do you know what over 
half of them say? “By being just as 
good as I can.” And these people think 
they are Christians! Nobody ever could 
be good enough to enter Heaven. Only 
because Christ died for us, and we are 
given His righteousness, can we ever 
reach Heaven. 


And when I ask people what they be- 
lieve, you would be ashamed of them in 
a Primary class, I am sure, at the an- 
swers they give. Now what do you be- 
lieve? I wish your teacher would put 
on the blackboard or flannel board this 
question, What do I believe about Jesus 
Christ? Then put down your answers. 
They should be something like this: He 
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is the only begotten Son of God. Born 
of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem, Lived 
and taught in Judea, Samaria, and Gali- 
lee. Was crucified outside the city wall 
of Jerusalem. Was buried in Joseph's 
tomb. Rose the third day.. Was seen 
of His disciples for forty days. As- 
cended into Heaven as His disciples 
stood with Him on the Mount of Olives. 
Promised to return in like manner as 
He went. Zechariah tells us He will 
return to the Mount of Olives. His death 
on the cross was for the sin of the 
world, and whosoever believeth in Him 
hath everlasting life. 

These are some of the things you 
should believe. You will think of others. 
This is the most important question in 
all the world for every person in the 
world. Many thousands of people even 
refuse to answer this question. They 
think it makes no difference what they 
believe about Christ, but it makes the 
difference between going to Heaven for 
all eternity or going to hell to stay for- 
ever. So you see it is life’s most im- 
portant question. And the poor people 
who think they are never going to have 
anything to do with Jesus Christ, and 
refuse to have Him for their Saviour, 
are going to meet Him as their Judge 
as surely as they are living human be- 
ings. They cannot get away from Jesus 
Christ. I hope you have all accepted 
Him as your Saviour and Lord. 


FELTON, CALIF. 
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say I have attained, but there is one fact that has 
always stood out in the years since I graduated 
from Stony Brook. That is that the training I 
received from you both scholastically and in the 
Christian way to living has been the thes to every- 
thing I’ve done since. 

“T've always had it in mind to sit down and 
write you this because I believe the training that 
Stony Brook gave me was truly the turning point 
in my life to date. 

‘Your methods of instruction were so high and 
did me so much good that college was, to put it 
briefly, a ‘breeze.’ By learning to study the 
proper way I never had a single failure in college 
in my entire four years. 

“In contrast my record before entering Stony 
Brook was terrible. I write this as a confirmation 
of your way of teaching and guiding the boys who 
are lucky enough to attend your school.” 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 181) 


1. It was a twofold vision: (a) Jesus 
is Lord (Acts 26:15), (b) his own com- 
mission as a minister (vs. 16-18). 

2. Compare the last phrase of verse 
20 with Luke 3:7, 8 and James 2: 14-20. 

3. Not by the timely arrival of Roman 
soldiers (Acts 23:26, 27), but by the 
“help of God.” 

4. The Holy Scriptures (v. 22). 

5. Christ was the first to rise to im- 
mortality, in final conquest of death; the 
others rose to mortality, in suspension of 
the power of death. 

6. (a) “We have peace” should read, 
“let us have peace” (v. 1); (b) “rejoice” 
should read, “let us rejoice” (v. 2); (c) 
“we glory” should read, “let us glory” 
(v. 3). 

7. We are exhorted to continue in an 
experiential enjoyment of that peace 
with God into which “the reconciliation” 
brings us, through a life well-pleasing to 
Him. 

8. (a) “We were ... without strength” 
(v. 6): (b) “we were yet sinners” (v. 
8); (c) “we were enemies” (v. 10), 

9. The righteous man may be cold and 
aloof in his righteousness; the good man 
adds kindliness to his uprighteousness. 

10. (a) Run light (Heb. 12:1); (b) 
keep running (v. 1); (c) keep your eyes 
on Jesus (v. 2). 

WHEATON, ILL, 


Children \ at Home 


Christians Pray, Too 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


«<¢TT IS time, my son,” his father said 

to Fateh, “that you go with other 
good Mohammedans to early prayer at 
the mosque.” 

Before sunrise, therefore, Fateh had 
been wakened by his father. From the 
high minaret of the mosque he could 
hear the muezzin calling the faithful to 
prayer. 

“God is great! There is no God but 
God, and Mohammed is the prophet of 
God. Come to prayer, come to prayer !” 
The high mountains of Kashmir seemed 
to echo, “Come to prayer —to prayer !” 

Now, for the first time, Fateh stood 
in the mosque beside his father, and in 
response to the maulvi’s chanting, placed 
both hands to his forehead, fingers and 
palms together. He bent from the waist, 
lowered "his hands to his breast, bowed 
his head to the ground, rose once more, 
over and over again following the 
maulvi’s instructions until the ceremony 
was finished. Straightening up, he stood 
motionless beside his father. 

“Fine! You did well!” exclaimed his 
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father, “Remember, all good Mohamme- 
dans pray five times a day.” 

“TI will remember, Father,” said Fateh. 

Certainly he wanted to be a good Mo- 
hammedan. He thought about it as he 
walked home with his father. “Islam 
is the only true religion,” he said. 
“When I am a man I will be a maulvi. 
I will stand high up in the tower of 
the mosque, and call the faithful to 
prayer. Five times a day I will call 
them.” 

“That will be good,” his father an- 
swered. 

When they reached home, Fateh’s sis- 
ter, Amir Bibi, was trying to cook the 
bread. Women and girls don’t go to the 
mosque. They pray at home. 

“Where ‘is your mother?” asked the 
father. 

“She is sick,” said Amir Bibi. “She 
says pain like a knife is cutting her.” 

Indeed the mother was sick, Fateh’s 
father was worried. 

“There is a hospital in the city,” sug- 
gested a neighbor, “run by those who 
call themselves Christians. Their re- 
ligion is not true of course, but the 
doctor is good. Why not take Fateh’s 
mother there?” 

So they did. Fateh’s eyes opened in 
wonder. Such a lot of beds! Such clean 
sheets! Such kind nurses! The doc- 
tor was a white man, but when he 
smiled, Fateh knew he need not be 
afraid. 

“Your wife must have an operation,” 
the doctor said. 

“An operation! No, it cannot be,” 
said Fateh’s father. “Only give her some 
medicine, strong medicine, to stop the 
cutting pain.” 

“Only an operation will help. Even 
now it may be too late. Your wife is 
very weak.” 

Finally Fateh’s father gave his con- 
sent. He and Fateh and Amir Bibi were 
all present with the mother before the 
operation when the doctor prayed for 
wisdom and skill. They had never heard 
such a prayer. 

“Mohammedans do not pray that way,” 
said Fateh, 

“No, they don’t,” agreed his father, 

Fateh’s mother came through the op- 
eration, but was sick a long time after- 
ward, and finally died. During her long 
sickness, Fateh and Amir Bibi and their 
father stayed at the hospital. Every 
day they heard the evangelist tell of 
the Lord Jesus, the Great Physician 
who healed and helped so many people. 

Fateh’s father liked what he heard. 
“IT want to know more about this Jesus,” 
he said. 

“How good it ‘s, then, that you can 
read,” said the evangelist. “Here is a 
Book which tells about Jesus, the Sav- 
iour of the world.” 

Fateh’s father started to read the Book. 
“Now I know,” he said to the doctor, 
“why you big people are so kind to us 
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who are poor. This Jesus was kind to 
the poor.” 

“Yes,” said the doctor, “we are trying 
to be like Him, to do as He did. But 
you must not call us ‘big.’ None of us 
is big in God’s sight. We are ail sin- 
ners before Him, yet the Lord Jesus 
loved us all so much He gave His lifeg 
on the cross for us.” 

After his mother’s death, Fateh and 
Amir Bibi and their father went back 
home. It was lonely. Things seemed 
different. One day the father said: “My 
heart no longer sticks to these cold hills. 
It says: ‘Go down to the plains, where 
you lived as a child. There you will 
find old friends.’” 

The family, then, piled into a bus 
crowded to the limit. All day they rode, 
till finally they reached a city of the 


plains. It was a big city, and no one 
could tell Fateh’s father about his 
friends. 

“Who knows?” folks said. “Probably 


they have moved away.” 

In this big city Fateh’s father could 
find no work. In Kashmir there had 
been many gardens, but here there 
seemed to be no place for a gardener. 
Food was dear in price. The money 
brought out from Kashmir was almost 
all gone. Amir Bibi was sick. At least, 
every ®day she grew thinner, and her 
pretty rosy cheeks had faded. 

“Is there a Jesus hospital here?” in- 
quired her father, 

“Not in this city; but in the town of 
Mirpur, twenty miles from here, there 
is one,” someone said. 

Again climbing into a crowded bus, 
Fateh. Amir Bibi, and their father made 
their way to Mirpur. 

“Where is the hospital of the Chris- 
tians?” the father asked. 

“You must be a stranger. Everyone 
knows where that hospital is,” he was 
told. “Go down the road between the 
tall trees till you reach a big gate. Go 
right in. No one is ever refused there.” 

Soon the family was again in a mis- 
sion hospital. It did not take them long 
to feel at home. Here was the same 
kindness and friendliness they had seen 
in the mission hospital in Kashmir, 

“What Amir Bibi needs most of all is 
good food,” said the doctor. “Let her 
stay here with us, and soon she will be 
well and strong again, and you can take 
her home.” 

“We have no home,” said the father. 
“Nor do I have work.” 

“What kind of work can you do?” 
asked the doctor. 

“I am a gardener.” 

“A gardener? Why, we need a gar- 
dener,” said the doctor. “You can live 
in the little gardener’s house here.” 
Day after day, then, Fateh and Amir 
Bibi and their father had an opportunity 
to hear more of the Lord Jesus. 
“Father,” Fateh said one day, “good 
Mohammedans pray five times a day, 
but Christians pray, too, more than that. 
The Christian’s Book says, ‘Pray with- 
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out ceasing,’ and I know the doctor and 
nurses pray before every operation.” 

“So they do,” his father agreed. 

Later, when Amir Bibi’s cheeks were 
rosy once more, she and Fateh entered 
the little school for Christian boys and 
girls. Is it any wonder, then, that one 
day they told their father, “We, too, 
want to be Christians?” For older peo- 
ple, however, religious beliefs are hard 
to shake, and their father wasn’t quite 
ready yet to say, “I do, too”; but when 
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eT HE Authors’ and Artists’ Com- 
mittee” of the Beer Barons at the 
close of 1930 numbered 578. This 
group produced MSS. of books, news- 
paper articles, plays, stories, pamphlets, 
and newspaper cartoons attacking and 
ridiculing the 18th Amendment, and 
working for its repeal. 
This policy of deceptive propa- 
ganda is still being maintained. More 
than $100,000,000 are being spent an- 
nually in paid advertising, appealing to 
patriotism and love of home: and a 
special appeal is made to women to 
induce them to drink, and to serve alco- 
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holic beverages in their homes. Liquor 
is pictured in the hands: of dignified 
executives, as a badge of business suc- 
cess, 


But these liquor advertisements do 
not tell the public of the jails, hospitals, 
nor insane asylums which are running 
over; of wasted lives and fortunes, tor- 
mented souls and graves freshly dug 
because of their business! 


No! Beer does not belong in the 
home, any more than rattlesnakes and 
copperheads belong there. Both are 
poison. 


Sources of the above facts cheerfully furnished upon request. ““The Black 
Book of Repeal,”’ recently published, contains completer details, Write at 


once for your copy to Dept. T 


NATIONAL ... 


WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION 


HEADQUARTERS: 1730 CHICAGO AVENUE, EVANSTON, ILLINOIS, U.S. A. 






FOR COD AND HOME AND NATIVE LAND 







Frances E. Willard 
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Christian Liberal Arts Education leading to 
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64th year begins September 11th 
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To present God's Word to your Vacation Bible 
School simply we have compiled graded pupils’ note 
books for kindergarten, primary, junior and inter- 
mediate classes. Only ten lessons to prepare. Also 
relating Teacher's Manual with suggested daily 
schedule and visual aid. Choice of two series: 


The Lord Jesus The Christian 
Pictured and Life — How to 
Presented Live it 


Write for descriptive folder to 


V—~>"Fuller Evangelistic Foundation 


P. ©. BOX 989 PASADENA 19, CALIFORNIA 















































When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 


JEWISH CHRISTIANS PROVE the POWER of PRAYER 


Infinitely grateful for our food shipment, a distressed Hebrew 
Christian mother says: 


“What a wonderful Saviour we have! For He answers our 
rayers. The answer was your big, useful CARE food box. 
e have been in great distress, for my husband has been out 
of work, and at times we did not know how our two children 
could live because food here is so expensive and we have no 
money. So you can imagine what your food box means for us.” 


Orphan Children Rejoice 


_ Here is good news concerning our orphan children’s home 
in Germany. Recently we sent 150 pairs of new shoes for these 
children. hat rejoicing there was over this great event just 
before Christmas! Here are excerpts from the missionary’s 
letter: “We were very thankful for all the good gifts, especially 
those wonderful shoes. Last week I brought seven new children 
to the home. The fresh country air, good food, and the loving 
Christian spirit of the home, make it like a paradise for these poor Hebrew Chris- 
tian children, so many of whose parents and relatives were cruelly murdered in 
the concentration camps.” oa , 

If space allowed, we could also tell a fascinating story about our work in Pales- 
tine (Israel), where the Jews are settling at the rate of 1,000 a day. The needs of 
our work in the Holy Land, as well as in Europe, are very great, and we beseech 
youdear readers to help us feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the unhoused, 
and forward the Gospel among God’s ancient people. Remember the words of our 
Lord, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least. of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 








Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 








Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 
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Fateh and Amir Bibi stood up in the 
little church to say, “We love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and believe He is the Sav- 
iour of the world,” their father sat in 
the front row, and smiled happily. 

Was it all because Christians had 
prayed? 

New WILMINGTON, Pa, 


+ 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 19 


3. Every Christian Winning Others 
(John 1:40-42, 45-49; Acts 8:26-39) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E SAW last week a number of 

ways by which the Good News 
may be spread today — through the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures; through 
evangelistic effort; through the preaching 
of the Word in our churches; by means 
of the radio; through the faithful teaching 
in the Sunday school; through the use of 
Christian motion pictures; by hospital 
visitation, street meetings, and the like: 
and by house-to-house visitation. But 
we also saw that none of these can take 
the place of the consistent and persis- 
tent witnessing of individual believers 
wherever they are. Many of us would 
not be very effective preachers. Some 
have neither the opportunity nor the talent 
to conduct a street meeting. Few of us 
have the opportunity to speak over the 
radio. But each of us can be and should 
be a faithful witness. 


We all know that, in a law court, the 
witness does not have to be an orator, 
or to be an expert in the intricacies 
of the law. All a witness has to do is 
to tell simply and clearly what he saw 
happen, or what he knows as to the char- 
acter of the person under question. If 
we can do that, we can be witnesses 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. Our Scrip- 
ture lesson tells how Peter, and. then 
Philip, found two others and told them 
what had happened to them, and then 
brought these two others to Christ. In 
just such a way, every one of us will 
find many opportunities of witnessing 
for the Lord Jesus, if we are on the look 
out for such opportunities. We are not 
privileged to bring men and women to 
meet the physical Lord Jesus, as were 
Peter and Philip, but we can bring them 
to Him as He is found in the Scriptures, 
If they are not willing to read the 
printed page, we can quote the Scrip- 
tures to them and we can tell them what 
the Lord Jesus has done for us, and 
recommend Him to them We can 
scarcely talk to anyone in these days 
without hearing of some difficulty or 
trial or disappointment or fear through 
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Lesson for March 19 


which they are passing, and it is a very 
simple matter, in many of these cases, 
to tell them what the Lord Jesus has 
meant to you, or has done for you in 
some such circumstance. 

“ 

There are times when, if we are ask- 
ing and expecting the Lord to lead us in 
witnessing to others, that He will direct 
our path to the one to whom He wants 
us to witness just as definitely as He 
did Philip’s path, when He was sent to 
witness to the eunuch. Today it is un- 
likely that we shall have an angel visi- 
tation directing us, as did Philip, but 
God can and does move circumstances 
to bring us in touch with the ones of 
his choice, if.we are ready and willing 
to be used in this way by Him. Do you 
ask Him each day to bring you into 
touch with those to whom He wishes 
you to speak, and to guide you as to what 
you should say to them? Seldom does 
God use violent or unnatural contacts, or 
ones that are worked up by our own mis- 
taken zeal, but He will bring about the 
most natural meetings and tactful and 
winsome approaches, if we will trust 
Him and expect Him to do this for us. 

oe 

God wants to use every Christian to 
win others through prayer. He has com- 
manded us to pray that laborers be sent 
into His vineyard (Matt. 9:39), and He 
expects us to pray for their support, 
their encouragement, and their enabling. 
Thus we may have a very definite and 
real part in winning others in fields to 
which we can never go ourselves. Have 
you made it your business to find out 
about the missionaries supported by 
your church, or your denomination, and 
their particular problems? How often 
do you pray for them definitely by name, 
and how often do you join with them in 
prayer for the particular difficulties that 
they are facing on the field?. All too 
often, we are satisfied with some such 
general prayer as, “Lord, bless the mis- 
sionaries,” which reveals our own lack 
of definite heart interest. 


ye 
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God wants to use every Christian in 
winning others through giving. We may 
not be able to set aside great amounts 
for missionary giving, but each of us 
can share what we have, even though 
it be a little, and thus have a very defi- 
nite part in winning others for Christ. 
It is the consecrated and consistent and 
regular giving of small gifts that keeps 
our home and foreign missionaries in 
service today. Large gifts are welcome 
and do immense good, but without the 
combined giving of those who can only 
give a little, much of our missionary 
and evangelistic work today would have 
to be abandoned. Will you let God show 
you what He wants you to give, out of 
what you have? 


Finally, but by no means of least im- 
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future missionaries like Esther K., an will soon join the 
more than 2,000 former Moody students now on the foreign 
field, your annuity gifts bring you a generous and unchang- 
ing financial return for the rest of your life. 









Thus your Moody annuities produce two 
dividends: (1) the material dividend of 
dependable, unchanging returns, bringing 
you peace of mind and comfort in this life; 
(2) the spiritual dividend of eternal joy and 
satisfaction from knowing your annuity 
gifts will be used now and after your death 
in training future Christian workers to win 
souls to Christ. 





The full story of the Moody annuity plan, the reserve fund, 
the Institute assets that stand behind it, and possible tax 
savings, are told in the interesting booklet, “DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS.” Clip the coupon below for your free copy. 


oody Bui Oni stitut 


INSTITUTE PLACE CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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& Brand New Easter Program 
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portance, God wants to use every Chris- 


ON THE ROAD T0 EMMAUS tian in the winning of others through 
person! daily living. It is often use- 


by William and Vivian Lessel 





A twecty-minute portrayal of the Easter story for junior, 
ite or senior depart ts. Mini i 
ments Hective use. Illustrated Paper, 35c each 


At your local bookstore or 


Tan Kampon Ficss. 





Wheaton, Iii. 


less to talk to others about the Lord 
Jesus when they can see in our lives 
the things that grieve Him and shame 
Him, and show that we have not allowed 
Him to undertake for us. You could not 


get very enthusiastic about a doctor rec- 





The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 


school. 


Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY ~ 








Newly acquired dor- 
mitories on beautiful 
Evans Way, Frost 
and Wood Halls in 
the distance. 


room. 


Beaut 
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Study hour for two 
in a comfortable 
dormitory home- 


Founded 1889 by 
Adoniram Judson 
Gordon, D.D. 


iful recently acquired thou- 
acre tract at Prince Park, 


to 


developed as GORDON’S future 
Two magnificent athletic 
a new English-type Chapel, 
numerous other buildings, are 
already .on the estate. 





GORDON 


COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY AND MISSIONS 


Founded by Adonirom Judson Gordon 
















More than Fifteen 
Hundred Alumni 


THE supreme test of GORDON’S 


success as a College of Theology and 
Missions lies in the life records of those 
whom it has trained, and whose character, 
convictions and gifts of leadership make 
them worthy to be ambassadors for Christ. 


In this respect, GORDON’S ministry 
is world-wide. Of its 1,500 Alumni, 100 
served as. Chaplains in World War II, 
three giving their lives. Three others re- 
ceived the Bronze Star, and one the Legion 
of Merit. 250 others serve as Missionaries 
in 34 countries under 25 Boards or So- 
cieties. Of these, one has been martyred. 


Over 1,200 more have gone out as 
Ministers, School Teachers, College and 
Seminary Professors, Directors of Christian 
Education, and officials in Christian Organ- 
izations. 

The Christian work of the present student 
family of 450 includes more than 100 pastorates, 


scores of salaried church assistant and missionary 
positions, and a great variety of volunteer service. 


Our new, beautifully illustrated catalog 
is ready for delivery. Write for your 
copy at once to Office of the President, 
Dept. G. 


EVANS WAY, BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS. 
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ommended to you by an ailing, sickly 
person, but when you can see the results 
of a recovery. you are willing and ready 
to listen about the patient’s recommen- 
dation of the doctor who brought it 
about. When others can see in us a 
winsome, attractive, and abounding 
Christian life, full of joy and unselfish- 
ness, and consideration for others, then 
they will be ready to listen to what we 
may have to say about the One who 
madc such a life possible for us. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Blessings in Christ Jesus 


According to Romans 5 
By Rachel E, Crocker 
E GIVES me joy — oh, yes, my heart 


is singing 
As I rejoice in Christ, my wondrous 
Lord; 
Not in the world conditions all around 
me, 


But in the One above all else adored. 


He gives me peace — such peace I ne’er 
can realize 
Until I place my confidence in Him. 
His peace gives quiet rest from: fear and 
worry, 
When all my cherished hopes and 
plans seem dim. 


He gives me hope — I’m looking for His 
coming 
When we shall meet our Bridegroom 
in the air; 
No more sad partings— gone will be 
earth’s sorrow — 
We'll be with Him, and with our loved 
ones there. 


He gives me patience —I must wait His 
bidding, 
And seek the revelation of His will 
Before I onward go—my place of 
service 
He has no other one, but me, to fill. 


He gives me patience, too, in tribulations 
Which He allows to come, that I might 
know 
His all-sufficient grace, in deepest trial 
Will comfort and sustain me, as I go. 


He gives me love—His love is all- 
inclusive, 
And satisfies my heart. This is my 
prayer: 
“Lord, let my life show forth Thy love 
to others, 
That needy souls may know Thy love 
and care.” 
% 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for March 19 


The Problem of Predestination 
(Continued from second page) 


“29. For. The word introduces a fuller 
account of the ‘Call according to Pur- 
pose.’ 

“he did foreknow. Same word as 11: 
2; 1 Pet. 1:20 (E.V. ‘foreordained’). The 
noun occurs Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 1:2.—Com- 
paring this passage with 2 Tim. 1:9 
quoted above, it is clear that the fore- 
knowing is of persons, not of merit in 
those persons. It thus nearly approaches 
in meaning here to sovereign choice of 
souls. See too 11:2, and ep. with it e.g. 
Deut. 7:7, 8—Fully to understand and 
estimate such foreknowledge, we should 
need to be the Eternal Being Himself. 
But our recognition of the extreme mys- 
tery should dispose us more, not less, 
to bow to the revelation of tke fact. 
It is surely dangerous, if only in view 
of the context and tone of this great 
passage (where all is made to bear on 
the safety of the children of God), to 
attefhpt explanations which lower the 
idea of a sovereign choice to life and 
glory.—Cp. on the general subject (on 
which it is obviously best to keep as 
close to Scripture as possible), John 6: 
37, 39, 44, 64-66; 17:2; Eph. 1:4..... 

“did predestinate. Lit. defined before- 
hand; ‘marked out, set apart, ordained 
beforehand.’ Same word as Acts 4:28 
(E.V. ‘determined’); 1 Cor. 2:7 (E.V. 
‘ordained’); Eph. 1:5, 11. All idea of 
blind destiny must be excluded; the ‘pre- 
ordination’ is the act of the Living and 
Holy God. But while we can thus re- 
pose on its justice, it is none the less 
real, effectual, and sovereign. 

“to be conformed, &c. Here is the 
special regard of the pre-ordination; not 
merely escape from doom, but sanctity, 
the likeness -of Christ. See Eph. 1:4. 
All the great doctrines of Grace are, in 
Scripture, connected with holiness as 
their supreme aim.—The be apg ml 
here is illustrated by 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 John 
3:3. It is incipient here, entire here- 
after. It is a spiritual likeness; for while 
the son-ship is in one respect adoptive, 
in another it is generative. See on 
‘adoption,’ ver, 15—The Greek implies a 
real and permanent likeness. 

“firstborn. Same word as Col. 1:15, 18; 
Heb. 1:6; Rev. 1:5. He is prior (1) as 
to time, ‘begotten before the worlds,’ 
eternally the Son; (2) as to dignity; ‘in 
all things pre-eminent.’ 

“many brethren. Cp. Heb. 2:10-17: a 
Passage remarkably parallel in some re- 
spects. See also Matt. 12: 48-50. 

“30. them he also called. . ... In this 
chain of past tenses, the whole process 
is viewed as in its eternal completeness. 
We look back, as it were, from the view- 
point of glory. 

“justified... . The links in this golden 
chain are strictly consecutive. The ‘call’ 
was to obedient faith; therefore justifi- 
cation, by the Divine order, followed. 
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“glorified. A past tense used, with 
wonderful power, of a thing future. 
(See ch. 5:2, where we have the ‘hope 
of the sti of God.’) So indissoluble 
is the chain that the last link is here 
viewed as an accomplished fact because 
the first links are so. See, for a remark- 


able illustration, Eph, 2:4-6. There the 
saints are already ‘seated in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,’ — such 


is their union with Him that, just as 
they are viewed as having gone through 
penal death, because He died, so they 
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Cairy it anywhere) Play it ahywhere! 
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HYMNS TRUE TO THE WoRD OF GoD 


CHOICE HYMNS OF THE FAITH 







listic meetings, etc. a musical numbers, 192 pages. 
Long-wearing linweave paper covers. Quantity 

price per copy not prepaid only 35 cents. : 
Write giving church connection. 


Dept. ST 


Returnable sample copies sent on request. 


GOSPEL PERPETUATING FUND 


has been compiled to meet the need for a well balanced, all 
purpose hymn collection adequately emphasizing the Gospel 
message, Redemptive and Second Coming Truths, and songs 
for special occasions including children’s n 

Contains 545 carefully selected Scriptural h — and choruses, 

pages, strong de luxe linen cloth bin 

ing with breaker strip, head band, tinted jf 
edges and gold lettering. { 
per copy not prepaid only $1.10. 
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Quantity price 
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PERSONAL 
WORK 


FOR CHRIST 


Profit by the years of experience of these 
consecrated servants of God. Each sec- 
tion packed full of fascinating, practical 
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A GREAT New 


MOG RSPONDENCE 
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help on various phases of Christian work. 
Nothing like it ever before produced. Be- by 
gin this intensely profitable study today! 


14 sections, including Child Evangel- 
ism, Youth Work, Women's Work, 
Men's Work, Camp Work, Open-Air 
Meetings, Tract Distribution, Jail and 
Radio, Mission 
Work, and a special section on Delu- 
fee, $10.00. 


Hospital Visitation, 
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Now YOU Can Be a REAL Soul Winner 


Soul Saving Simplified 
By Rev. Earl J. Edwards, M.A., M.Th. 
(Evangelist and Bible Teacher) 
“Most unique and effective course ever offered.” ~. 
Dr. Keith L. Brooks, Editor, Prophecy Monthly. 
Complete in 12 easy lessons. Price: $5.00 
PILGRIM | PUBLISHERS 136 Soell Isle Bivd., St. Petersbarg, Fla. 
Thorough Method R. No M rizing of ‘i 


NEW, BEAUTIFUL GOSPEL TRACTS 


Richly lithographed in 4 colors. Nothing comparable. 
Send 10c today for samples of 4-color tracts, or 25c for 
packet of all available titles, both lithographed and let 
ter press (1-color) Gospel tracts. Clear, short, appeal- 
ing messages . . . the kind of-tracts folks will receive, 
read, and heed. Get your samples now. 


BOOK AND BIBLE ROOM 
P. O. Box 35-T 
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FREE 


to any evenaeions Christian Minister, Sunday School or 
Mieuonery Seperintendent, one copy of “A SPIRITUAL 
LIGHT "’ for each family in his congregation, 
prgviding he will eqreo to sive a talk on T G 

3 —, distribution. Write,{stating number of leaflets 
lesired, to 


TITHER 


When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 


ROBES 


417-S South Hill Street 
Los Angeles 13, California 








Chotr and 
Pulpit 


NYLON and many other fine materials, rea- 
priced. Write for catalogue C-53 (choir 


BA robes); J-53 (jr. robes); P-53 (pulpit robes). 
Vast, fae) eaici) Vie \ me mice). |, meen 


7 New York1 C lil. Chicago 6, lil. 
366-5th Ave, 000 Ne Market 318 


MONEY FOR YOU 


up to 50 per cent profit selling cards, 
Bibles, and 100 other Christian items. 
Also free carrying case. Write for in- 
formation. 
Gladway Card and Bible House 
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 

















——Christian Greeting Cards—, 


For SALE and for PERSONAL use 


With Bible Text. Boxed Assortments and in 
Bulk. Easter, Bi y, comforting, encouraging 
mess: of cheer to the sick, sorrowing, shut-in, 
ete. Good profit. Ask for price list. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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are viewed as having entered Heaven 
(as regards right of entrance), because 
He ascended. 

“It seems difficult, without violence 
to both the letter and spirit of this pas- 
sage, to deny that it represents the sal- 
vation of ‘the children of God’ as a line 
drawn from eternity to eternity: first, 
a sovereign Choice of souls; then the 
Call of the chosen, resulting in their 
Faith and their Acceptance: then the 
final entrance on heavenly bliss of these 
same called ones: and also their Note 
and characteristic now.— Love to God. 
The ‘scheme’ thus indicated, called by 
whatever name, has always met with 
earriest criticism and opposition: but it 
is the only one which naturally fits St. 
Paul’s language here and in ch. 9. It 
is really alien from Scripture only when 
it is stated as if it were a plan of which 
we saw the whole; assuredly in these 
things ‘we know in part.’ But this does 
not mean that we are not to accept what 
is revealed, just so far as it is revealed, 
with sincere submission, and with that 
encouragement and joyful assurance 
which certainly this passage, on any 
view of it, was meant to excite —See, on 
the whole subject, the equally careful 
and decided language of the 17th English 
Church Article; especially noting that 
the doctrine here stated is there viewed 
(in the spirit of this passage) as ‘full 
of unspeakable comfort. It must also 
be remembered that in the scheme in 
question the sanctification of the saved 
is viewed as quite as much fore-or- 
dained, and quite as necessary a part 
of the process, as any other; and that 
the only evidence to the conscience that 
the person is ‘foreknown’ lies, not in 
any intuition of a Divine decree, but in 
the presence of faith and love, and their 
fruits, in heart and life. These will be 
always attributed, and justiy, to Divine 
grace alone: but the presence of that 
grace will be traced in them alone.” 


Journeying With the 1950 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 179) 


throughout, and offers every comfort and 
service to the travelers. She is beauti- 
fully appointed, and is equipped with 
radar, depth sounder, and all modern 
safeguards for water travel. It is hoped 
that the 1950 party will occupy the en- 
tire ship, as did the 1949 group. 

A number of stops along the way will 
give the party opportunity to go ashore 
and see such interesting and historic 
towns as Prince Rupert, B. C.; Ketchi- 
kan, Alaska; Juneau, the modern capital 
of Alaska; Skagway, famous in the 
Alaska gold-rush days of '98: Sitka, the 
old Russian capital; and the like, While 
in Skagway, there will be opportunity 
for a rail journey inland over the White 
Pass and Yukon Railroad as far as Lake 
Bennett, Fraser Lake, and Carcross, 

On the eastbound trip homeward from 
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A FREE BOOK 
“How to Teach Sex” book free, with sub. 
scription to CHRISTIAN PARENT magazine 
$2 year, if accompanied with this clipping or 
number 21950, this month only. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT 


Box S Highland, Illinois 





Scholarship Contest 
BEN LIPPEN 


Christian High School for Boys 


@ Open to all graduates of the 
8th grade, 1950. 

®@ Contest closes April 24, 1950. 

®@ Write today for full information. 
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| Dramatic painting of Cunard liner 
Britannic making sea rescue insures 
a reading for this most striking Gospel | 
tract of the year. 

| | 

50 cents per 100 


Remit with order. We'll send samples | 
of other tracts equally unique. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
21 W. 46th St. Dept.S New York 19, N.Y. 























; EASTERN 


-Proclaims... 


the full gospel of salvation— 
that Christ meets every human 
need. Student days are oppor- 
tunities for unusual training and 
constant witnessing. Eastern’s 
graduates are prepared to present 
the Saviour to a needy world. 

Will you help make this proc- 
lamation effective by sharing in 
their preparation? 


EASTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


CITY LINE & LANCASTER AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA 31, PA. 
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Lesson for March 19 


Vancouver, B, C., the party will pass 
through the famed Canadian Rockies, 
stopping for mctor coach trips which 
will include Emerald Lake, Yoho Val- 
ley, Lake Louise, and Banff. Arrival 
at Chicago will be on July 24. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President of The Sunday School Times 
Company, will escort the party through- 
out the entire tour. Detailed informa- 
tion and a descriptive itinerary will be 
mailed to any who desire them as soon 
as thev are ready for distribution. Just 
address Mr. Harry J, Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 

wy 


What Is True Prayer ? 


(Continued from second page) 


Scriptures fit in with those given above. 
The full picture can be put together by 
daily meditation on the terms used for 
prayer in the Psalter. It is well to know 
that the Hebrew poetry we find in the 
Psalms and other portions of the Word 
gives us a rhyme of ideas rather than 
of sounds. In Psalm 67:1 we have an 
illustration of this double reference. 
The Psalmist asks God to “be merciful 

_ and bless,” by which he means that 
He will “cause his face to shine upon 


us.” Thus also in Psalm 63:1, “seeking 
God” is equivalent to “thirsting for 
God.” This doubling of terms gives 


greater light on the subject considered. 
Thus the Bible comments on its own 
terms so that we may not misunderstand 
what is taught. 

All of these Biblical definitions have 
moved men to attempt to describe the 
nature of prayer. It would obviously be 
impossible to present more than a few 
choice, crisp definitions which have 
served the Church of God well these 
many years. I present the following for 
your edification: 

John Bunyan.—“Prayer is an ordinance 
of God; a sincere, conscious, affection- 
ate pouring out of the soul to God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, for such things 
as God has promised, or according to 
His Word, for the good of the Church, 
with submission, in faith to the will of 

Westminster Shorter Catechism.— 
“Prayer is the offering up of our de- 
sires to God, for things agreeable to His 
will, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, with confession of our sins, and 
a thankful acknowledgment of His 
mercies.” 

Dr. Timothy Dwight.—“Prayer is an 
act of worship consisting of four parts: 
Adoration, Thanksgiving, Confession, and 
Petition.” 

This first president of Yale College 
gives us the main feature of prayer, that 
is worship. And, as Dr. R. A. Torrey 
Says, “Worship is the soul bowing itself 
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down in adoring contemplation of God.” 
This is fundamental to offering up our 
petitions, for, apart from worship, peti- 
tions to God lose their importance. Only 
worshipers can be intercessors, 

But clear as definitions may be, the 
real meaning of prayer must come to 
us through the ministry of the Spirit. 
while it is God’s love device for bring- 
ing us all frequently into His presence, 
in order to enable us to obtain from Him 
the blessings wherewith we are blessed 
in Christ, yet we must have our eyes 
opened and our hearts, too, so as to say 
unto God, who calls us to seek His face, 
“Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” 

How can I persuade you to enter upon 
this blessed life of prayer, exemplified 
by our Lord, enjoyed and employed by 
His servants, the prophets, apostles, and 
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Bible 
nbook 


18th Edition 150 Photos and Mapes. Sive 434x64x1)5 
An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
on every book in the Bible, Archaeological Discoveries, 
How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of Church History. 
There is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information 
Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by Young and Old 
ly valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Stadents 
Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly commended by leading M i and Mini . 
(Full particulars sent on request) 
764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only $2.00, 
Order from your Bookstore, or 
H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Illinois 
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Music, Aviation for Missionaries, etc. 


Eligible for veterans * 
DR. R. A. FORREST, President 
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TOCCOA FALLS 
AND BIBLE COLLEGE 


““WHERE CHARACTER IS DEVELOPED WITH INTELLECT” 


© High School, 4 years, fully accredited. 
e Bible College, 4 years, granting a B.A. in Biblical Education. 
e Special Christian Worker's Course, 2 years. 
e Commercial Course, i years. 
e Vocational training, such as Machine Shops, Wood Work, Agriculture, Radio, 
e Strong faculty of qualified, consecrated Christian men and women. 


and Evangelical, with opportunities for practical Christian work. Music Department 
with instrumental, and vocal classes, also individual instruction. 


e Beautiful campus of 1100 acres in the beautiful hills of North Georgia. Lowest cost. 


Literature on request ¢ 
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INSTITUTE 


Fundamental 


Write today! 
TOCCOA FALLS, GEORGIA 
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The Traditional Bible 
with the MODERN COVER 
in fj 


Rich Maroon 


Royal Blue 


Traditional Black 


When you see them, you too will prefer the new 
National Bibles with covers in color. Their rich, 
modern beauty pleases the eye as well as the 
soul. Bibles shown have easy-to-read Crystal clear 
type ideal for home or lectern. With their many 
fine helps and appealing, genuine leather covers 
in a range of colors, they are prized possessions 
or welcome gifts. 


BELOVED KING JAMES VERSION 
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witnesses? Unless the Triune God is 
your persuasion, I cannot help you to 
live a life of prayer, for I am only a 
man. 

So, may I solemnly say that if God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, by the Word of grace, by 
the counsels of the Word, by the exam- 
ples of Holy Scripture, by the appeal 
of conscience, by the promises from 
Heaven, and by the benefits of commun- 
ion with God do not persuade you to 
pray without ceasing, you will never 
be persuaded habitually to seek God for 
what He is and for what you and others 
need. But if you will trust the Triune 
God to make you steadfast and abound- 
ing in prayer, you, too, shall be strong 
and do exploits for your Lord; and you 
will have the sweet experience men- 
tioned by both the Psalmist and Peter 
expressed in the following text: “The 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their 
prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). Prayer is God’s 
love device for bringing you often into 
His presence, so that He may entrust 
you with the greater blessings of His 
great goodness. And if you de not have 
these wondrous mercies, and live in a 
dry and thirsty land where no water is, 
it is simply because you do not draw 





The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 


school. 


Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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( Alternate Book of the Month by the Sword Book Club 
for Octob 


4n Exposition of Jude 


Comments Concerning the Book 


Donald Grey Barnhouse: ". . . old, yet 
fresh, vigorous yet irenic, and will be 
read with great profit.” 

Robert G. Lee: "A strong commentary. A 
challenging book refreshingly presented.” 
V. Raymond Edman: "A scholarly, very 
readable, and stimulating treatment.” 
Philip E. Howard, Jr.: The author “has 
lifted his voice in defense of the faith 
and against apostasy, and it is to be 
hoped. that his--challenge may arouse 
other ministers and laymen into action.” 
Henry Hepburn: ".. . well written and 
clear cut.” 

The King’s Business: ‘Expository ser- 
mons on the not-too-well-known book of 
Jude are rare, and when such an inter- 
esting volume as this one is produced, 
it deserves attention.” 

Christian Life: "An exposition of the 
epistle of Jude by a conservative and 
evangelistic Presbyterian minister. He 
writes with clarity, vigor, and on the 
basis of careful study. ... He is an able 
defender of the faith.” 


Price $2.00 
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' November selection of Bible Institute of Pennsylvania Book Club 
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nigh to God your exceeding joy, an 
ask Him for blessings He has wisely put 
upon the “ask and receive” basis. 


(To be continued) 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 13 to 19 


Mon.—Acts 21:17-24. 
Paul Returns to Jerusalem 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And when we 
were come to Jerusalem, the brethren 
received us gladly.” Paul’s return visit 
to Jerusalem was an act of marvelous 
Christian courage. He was not only 
willing to be bound but to die for the 
Lord Jesus. Some have asstmed that 
Paul went past a red signal in going to 
Jerusalem because he had been warned 
of troubles that would befall him. Apos. 
tles also were warned of difficulties by 
the Lord Jesus. The Lord had shown 
Paul what he had to suffer. He faced 
the future with courage and asked 
prayers in preparation for what was be- 
fore him (Rom. 15:30, 31). And after 
his testimony in Jerusalem the Lord 
stood by him and commended him (Acts 
23:11). Pray that you might be strength- 
ened with might and power in the inner 
man by the Spirit of God. 


Tues.—Acts 21:27-36. 
Mobbed By the Judaizers. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They went about 
to kill him.” Paul anticipated difficul- 
ties he would face at Jerusalem and 
asked prayer that he might “be deliv- 
ered from unreasonable and wicked 
men” (2 Thess. 3:2). In answer to 
prayer he was marvelously delivered. 
Like Paul, we, too, must renew our 
strength in God and fight the good fight 
of faith. Pray for the brave mission- 
aries in communist dominated China. 


Wed.—Acts 26:1-11. 
Faith in the Resurrection. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead?” It is incred- 
ible that & person can believe in God as 
the creator and not in Him as the restorer. 
In the resurrection of Christ we have 
Biblical, visual evidence. No Bible doe- 
trine is more definitely established. It 


—— 
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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages te plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
ef importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 


these columns? 
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The Sunday School Times 


President and Editor 
PHILIP E. Howarp, JR. 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RicHMAN 
Associate Editor 
Joun W. LANE, JR, 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. SMITH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest GorDON, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Bloom 





Former President 
Pup E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
CuHarRLES G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 

Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$2.50 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2.50 each, per year. 

One copy, five years, $10. 
$2.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.00 each, per year. 


Canada: add 25 cents per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








is immoral not to believe that Christ was 
raised from the dead and infidelity not 
to believe that there shall be a resurrec- 
tion of the just and of the unjust, Pray 
that the doctrine of the resurrection of 
the dead may have a larger place in 
present-day preaching. 


Thurs.—Acts 26:12-23. 
Obedient to the Living Christ. 
PraYerR SuacEsTions: “I was not disobe- 
dient unto the heavenly vision.” The 
risen, ever-living Lord who appeared to 
the apostles and to about five hundred 
brethren at one time was seen last of 
all by the Apostle Paul. Paul received 
his commission from his living Lord, 
and was fully obedient to His command. 
A faithful servant, a good steward, and 
a keeper of the faith was he, and he is 
the pattern for all ministers. Pray that 
we may have more men in our. pulpits 
who will follow Paul as he followed 
Christ. 
Fri —Rom. 5:1-8. 
Peace and Endurance Through Faith. 
Prayer Succestions: “We have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
... And ... we glory in tribulations.” 
We must have peace with God before 
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we can endure the trials for God in this 
troubled world. When we are right with 
God everything will be all right with us. 
Who can harm us if we are followers of 
that which is good? We have joy and 
peace only in believing, and abound in 
hope only through the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Peace that passeth all under- 
standing can keep our hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. Pray that you may 
know and experience the peace and en- 
durance God has for you in this troubled 
world. 


Sat.—1 John 1. 
Faith Grounded on Experience. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “That which was 
from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word 
of life.” We are required to believe be- 
fore we can see the glory of God. Be- 
lieve God in the dark before your faith 
becomes sight. Confidence in God whose 
Word assures us of good things to come 
gives us good hope that will be fully 
realized in due time. Pray that you 
may experience in your daily life more 
of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Sun.—Hebrews 12:1-6; 13:12-14, 
Looking Unto Jesus. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith.”. Never lose sight of Jesus. It 
is easy to do so. Mary and Joseph lost 
Him in the Temple, and you can lose 
sight of Him in the business of the world. 
You looked to Him for salvation, but 
you must also look to Him for the com- 
pletion of His work in your soul. You 
needed Him’ to remove your load of sin 
and wash away its stain with His blood, 
but you need Him also for everything 
that pertains to life and victory. Pray 
that no earthborn cloud may hide the 


face of your dear Redeemer and Lord. 632 N. €. Helledey $8. 
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In che storms of life Bible 
based lines are strongest. That's 
why Multnomah's Bible- 
centered curriculum provides an anchor 
for Christian youth. Write today 

for catalogue. 
Multnomah seeks to enroll new friends as 


prayer warriors, students a ds. 


“Doorstep Evangel” free to inquirers. 
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us for our free descriptive booklet. 





It Happened on-- 
MARCH 12, 1882 


On this day, three years after Thomas Edison’s 
invention of the incandescent lamp, the first 
electric power station was opened in New York 
City. Officials predicted that one day the city 
would be ablaze with light. 

IN 1882, THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY had been bringing spiritual light to 


the sick, needy and unfortunates in New York City for sixty-seven years. In the 
140 years of the Society’s existence it has distributed over 30,000,000 pieces of 


THE ANNUITY AGREEMENT OF THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY enables you 
to have a share in this important work. What finer investment than to have an 
assured income for life and know your dollars are working for God. Hundreds of 
Christian men and women have made this “truly Christian investment”. Write 


Rev. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


5 East 48thSt., Dept. 17 
New York 17, N.Y. 

















That brick is a lifeless thing, isn’t it? And still, it is an instrument that soon 
will play an important part in training hundreds of young men filled with 
@ passion to proclaim Christ’s message of Life to a humanity dead in sin. 


Fuller Theological Seminary, with more than 150 students, must enlarge 
its physical plant to adequately prepare these men for their highly im- 
& portant calling. A new Educational Building, with larger classroom space, 


is an immediate and urgent necessity. 


So whatever you “buy” — whether a brick, a chair, or a classroom — it will 
be the enduring reminder of your share in this glorious responsibility of 
sending the Old Fashioned Gospel to the masses who have never yet heard. 


Please mail this coupon today. 







The proposed 
educational building 










Fuller Theological Seminary 
Box 989 Room 204 B 
Pasadena, California 


Dear Friends: | am deeply interested in the work of Fuller Theo- 
legical Seminary. Please include my name .on your mailing list. 
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